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Imagine this: you’ve been sent into a foreign land with the stated mission of changing the
whole world. Would you start by calling together a handful of fishermen, a tax collector, a
couple of “freedom fighters,” and an odd collection of other men? And by investing yourself
intensively in those twelve, and even more intensively with three of the twelve, would you have
succeeded in launching your world-changing mission? Jesus did.
Although after three years of His special work with them, they all melted away—at least for
a brief time—when authorities arrested Him, time would tell that indeed this had been a great
start on His mission. Fifty days after Jesus’ resurrection, in one large open-air meeting the
Holy Spirit convicted three thousand people of their sinfulness and they professed their need of
a Savior. The 2nd chapter of Acts tells us they were organized into smaller groups where
intensive work was done by the Spirit of God while they “were together,” eating together,
praying with one another and “devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to
fellowship” (Acts 2:41-47).
And with the passing of twenty centuries, we now know this method has changed billions
of lives.
John Wesley learned from this. As the fire of the Holy Spirit was burning through
England, Ireland and Wales, Wesley organized the Methodists into societies, classes and
bands. Some historians believe that movement kept Great Britain from being swept into the
chaos and bloodshed that overtook France during the same period. All the great movements of
God since the New Testament have used small-group ministry to solidify their gains and
maximize their impact. My prayer for FVUMC in 2017 is that our ministry within will improve
with the creation of several new small groups, not to replace anything we are currently doing
but to add to and enhance.
I recently took inventory of what being involved in small groups has done for me over the
years. Here is an introductory list:
 Small-group discussion taught me the difference between being a church member and
a real believer in Jesus Christ, and that, at the time, I was only the former.
 Small-group Bible study taught me not to pray to develop patience, because according
to Scripture (James 1:3), patience is taught through testing.
 Small-group participation taught me to listen when the Bible-study leader warns you
that praying to be taught patience may not be a good idea.
 Small-group involvement introduced me to the depth of character of the woman to
whom I later proposed and have been married to for 29 years.
 Accountability exercised in a small group has shown me I was not as great as I had
deluded myself to believe at times.
 Encouragement found in a small group has shown me I was not beyond redemption
when at times I have despaired over my inability to conquer sins and bad habits.
Please ponder prayerfully your opportunities to find strength and spiritual prosperity in
some of the small-group ventures that are introduced throughout 2017.
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Yours in the Lord Jesus,
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We are always interested in being as helpful and effective as possible. And we also want to
be most effective stewards of the time and energy of our people and of our resources. To make
sure of how well this newsletter reaches all our people, we are asking your help. If this
newsletter is effective in communicating with you, please email fvumcoffice@gmail.com and
put “Yes, I read it” in the subject line. If you do not use email, please indicate the same in
writing and drop that in the offering plate or mail it to P. O. Box 1258, Fort Valley, GA 31030,
or by calling (478)825-2762.

Northwest District
Rally with Bishop Bryan
We are invited to join the rest of the Northwest
District in worship and celebration with Bishop
Lawson Bryan preaching.
St. Mark UMC in
Columbus is the place; January 8th is the date; 4:00
PM is the starting time.
If you would like to go but don’t want to drive, Ken Banter
will be driving the church bus. The bus will be leaving the
church parking lot about 2:30 PM.
Please call the Church office (825-2762) to reserve your
spot!!!

Birthday Wishes Go To:
January 1

Greg Whitley

January 5

Jeanine Webb

January 8

Gary Allen

January 15

Sandra Haga

January 15

Joyce Barrett

January 15

Branham Culpepper

January 17

Woodrow Martin

January 19

Kendrick Mathews

January 19

John Taylor

January 19

Kimberly McBride

January 20

Betty Hiley

January 22

Orv Bergman

January 22

Alvara Williams

January 22

Neal Hancock

January 25

Debbie Mathews

January 27

Holly Marie Coleman

January 28

Linda McGehee

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!!
Covered Dish Luncheon
Honoring Missionaries - The Archers
Sunday, January 22nd

January Adult Sunday School Schedule
Aldersgate -Teachers are Bryant Culpepper and Jim Hamlin
Prime Time - Mary Jean and Ken Banter
Fellowship Class—Charles Adams III (See teaching schedule
in this newsletter.)

Prayer

Concerns: Gary Allen, Jeff Doles, Nancy
Graening, Leila Singleton (Lynda Harbuck’s sister in law) Rev. John
Bagwell, Evelyn Hatchett, Butch Mullis, Beth Collins, Mary Humble,
Betty Duke Johnson, Andy Hershner, Jimmie Windham, Estelle
Pyles, Lewis Hale (Barbara Davidson’s brother), Mariah Williams,
Ann Stoelting, Pratt Martin
Our military--Caleb Hatton, Jennifer Varney, Jeff Patterson, Jason
Scott, Zachary Thompson
Please pray for our church, our
community and our nation.

Note!!
Men’s Bible Study will resume at 7:00
PM on January 11th at
Bill McGehee’s
If you would like your name added or deleted from the
birthday list please let us know. Contact Sandra at 478
-825-5161 or sandraanitahaga@aol.com

The Prayer Ministry Needs You!!
We need everyone to join us each Tuesday night at 7:00 PM
in the Prayer Room across from the Chapel. Our congregation, our church, our town, our state, our nation and the
world needs our prayers. If you cannot join us, but have a
prayer need, please let us know. If you need a ride, please call
one of these numbers: Carole, 825-3584, Nick, 258-0763,
Sandra, 825-5161, or Sara, 662-4457.

Bill McGehee
By Charlie Adams

Here are three things you probably didn’t know about Bill McGehee: (1) He was born in Montezuma; (2) He is a
veteran of the U.S, Army Special Forces (Airborne); (3) He is the co-founder of Genuine Georgia Group.
William Lewis McGehee (named for relatives of both his parents) was born at the clinic in Montezuma on
Thursday, April 9, 1942 (when the Allies were losing World War II). His parents were Samuel J. McGehee, the
treasurer and later the manager of the Fort Valley Oil Company (which processed cotton and produced cotton seed
oil). His mother, Mary Rumph McGehee, was a housewife and school teacher. Bill and his older brother Sam grew
up in the family home on Persons Street and graduated from Fort Valley High School. Bill was both active and
popular in high school, graduating in the Class of 1960. The All-American boy, he participated in the Key Club,
Beta Club, Hi-Y Club, Glee Club, Boys’ Ensemble, newspaper and Annual staffs, and played on the football,
basketball and track teams. He was a member of the cast of South Pacific, the famous Broadway musical which was
performed at the high school auditorium to sell-out crowds, in which the high school music teacher, Miss Patsy
Thomas, played the role of “Bloody Mary,” which she later reprised in the Macon Little Theater.
Bill attended Georgia Tech, where he was President of the Sigma Alpha Epsilon (SAE) fraternity. He graduated in
the Class of 1964 with a degree in Industrial Management. The Vietnam War being then in progress, he enlisted in
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, later serving in Special Forces (Airborne). Later on, he went to work for Russell
Athletic Company in Alexander City, Alabama, engaging in the sale of football uniforms and gear to high schools
and colleges. On a visit to Fort Valley, he dated Ann Pearson, who had been a little girl in grammar school while he
was in high school. In the meantime, Ann had graduated from Auburn and was ready to begin her life’s journey.
She and Bill were married in our church in 1969, and “set up housekeeping” in Alex City. In 1972, Bill took a job
with Bass Anglers Sportsman’s Society (BASS) in Montgomery.
Ann’s family had been peach growers in this area for three generations. After the death of her father, Lawton
Pearson, his three children, Al, Peggy and Ann, and their spouses formed a partnership to carry on his peach and
farming operations. The six partners took the name “Big Six,” which was also the label that Lawton’s grandfather,
Moses Winlock Pearson, had used for his peaches in the early 1900’s. Bill and Ann moved to Fort Valley from
Montgomery in 1978, and engaged in Big Six operations until 2008, when a new opportunity presented itself. Their
son, Will McGehee, who had some experience in the marketing field, conceived a vision that would revolutionize
the Georgia peach industry. For more than a century, Georgia peach growers had planted and harvested whatever
varieties of peaches they chose to, and relied on fruit brokers to market them. The peach market was one of “boom
and bust,” with the profits of good years often going to pay off the debts from bad years. Will proposed to convert
the peach market from “grower-driven” to “consumer-driven,” one in which the growers planted, harvested and
shipped those varieties of peaches which market research had determined best met the tastes of the customers who
bought them.
Father and son made an impressive combination of Bill’s experience in peach production and Will’s experience and
vision in marketing. In 2008, Bill and Ann sold their partnership interest to Ann’s brother, Al Pearson. Bill and
Will formed Genuine Georgia Group, LLC, and proceeded to develop their new strategy for production/marketing
which has since spread to other peach growers throughout Georgia. The gap between grower production and
consumer demand has been considerably narrowed and the Georgia peach industry has greatly benefitted. Bill and
Ann’s daughter, Lanier M. Kelley, serves as business manager for the group.
When Bill and Ann returned to Fort Valley in 1978, they joined our church and have both been active and
productive members. Bill has served on the Administrative Board, Finance Committee and the Staff-Parish
Relations Committee (SPPR). He has also manifested special talents for teaching, Bible study and evangelism. He
has taught regularly in several Sunday school classes here and in the Perry UMC. He has led men’s Bible study
sessions, one of which has developed into what he calls a “Bible Doing Group.” His extensive study of scripture
enables him to discuss any particular passage and “shuck it down to the cobb” (his own term). His evangelistic yet
easy-going style has led some people to Christ and inspired the faith of many others.
Bill McGehee truly is a “good and faithful servant” of the Lord. He has blessed our church and our community
through his personal witness and fruitful ministries.

Music Ministry
Worshipping the Lord with the saints of FVUMC since last August has been a great joy for Diane and I! We are so
grateful for the opportunity to continue serving with you in 2017. Our prayer is that we will be used as vessels that
are available and set aside for God’s divine purpose for our lives.
In our recent services we have been emphasizing the elements of worship from Psalm 92. They are: giving thanks,
singing praises, declaring His loving kindness and faithfulness, playing instruments, being glad and triumphantly
celebrating the works of His hands. What an awesome privilege we have as a family of believers to participate in
Christ centered, biblical worship!
And this leads me to a very special announcement. On February 26 at 5:00 pm we will have a “Sunday Evening of
Praise”. It will involve our whole church; music ministry and congregation. So, as we begin a new year, I want to
invite new singers and instrumentalist to join us in preparing for this great service.
For the Audience of One,
Ron Moore

The Story Behind The Hymn “How Great Thou Art”
"How Great Thou Art" is a Christian hymn based on a Swedish traditional melody and a poem written by Carl Gustav
Boberg (1859–1940) in Mönsterås, Sweden in 1885. It was translated into German and then into Russian and became a
hymn. It was translated into English from the Russian by English missionary Stuart K. Hine, who also added two original verses of his own. The composition was set to a Russian melody. It was popularized by George Beverly Shea and Cliff
Barrows during the Billy Graham crusades. It was voted the United Kingdom's favorite hymn by BBC's Songs of Praise.
[2] "How Great Thou Art" was ranked second (after "Amazing Grace") on a list of the favorite hymns of all time in a survey by Today's Christian magazine in 2001.
The inspiration for the poem came when Boberg was walking home from church near Kronobäck, Sweden, and listening
to church bells. A sudden storm got Boberg’s attention, and then just as suddenly as it had made its appearance, it subsided to a peaceful calm which Boberg observed over Mönsterås Bay.[According to Boberg's great-nephew, Bud Boberg,
"My dad's story of its origin was that it was a paraphrase of Psalm 8 and was used in the 'underground church' in Sweden in the late 1800s when the Baptists and Mission Friends were persecuted." The author, Carl Boberg himself gave
the following information about the inspiration behind his poem:
"It was that time of year when everything seemed to be in its richest colouring; the birds were singing in
trees and everywhere. It was very warm; a thunderstorm appeared on the horizon and soon there was thunder and lightning. We had to hurry to shelter. But the storm was soon over and the clear sky appeared.
"When I came home I opened my window toward the sea. There evidently had been a funeral and the bells
were playing the tune of 'When eternity's clock calls my saved soul to its Sabbath rest.' That evening, I
wrote the song, 'O Store Gud.'"
Boberg first published "O Store Gud" in the Mönsterås News on 13 March 1886 . The poem became matched to an old
Swedish folk tune and sung in public for the first known occasion in a church in the Swedish province of Värmland in
1888. Eight verses appeared with the music in the 1890 Sions Harpan.[
In 1890 Boberg became the editor of The Witness for the Truth. The words and music were published for the first time
in that publication on 16 April 1891. Instrumentation for both piano and guitar was provided by Adolph Edgren, a music
teacher and organist, who later migrated to the United States.[13]
Boberg later sold the rights to the Mission Covenant Church of Sweden. In 1891 all nine verses were published in
the 1891 Covenant songbook, Sanningsvittnet. These versions were all in 3/4 time. In 1894 the Svenska Missionsförbundet sångbok published "O Store Gud" in 4/4 time as it has been sung ever since.
British Methodist missionary Stuart Wesley Keene Hine (born 25 July 1899 in Hammersmith Grove, London, England;
died 14 March 1989) dedicated to Jesus Christ in the Salvation Army by his parents. Hine was influenced greatly by the
teachings of British Baptist evangelist Charles Spurgeon. Hine first heard the Russian translation of the German version
of the song while on an evangelistic mission to the Carpathian Mountains in Ukraine, near the Polish border, in 1931.
Upon hearing it, Hine was inspired to create his English paraphrase known as “How Great Thou Art". According to Michael Ireland, "Hine and his wife, Edith, learned the Russian translation, and started using it in their evangelistic services. Hine also started re-writing some of the verses --- and writing new verses (all in Russian) --- as events inspired
him." (Taken from Wikipedia)

Children
ATTENTION CHILDREN!!!
Game Night starts back January 8th
4:30 PM - Fellowship Hall
Come Join the Fun!!!

Community Wide Prayer Meeting
Monday, January 30th
6:30 PM—7:30 PM
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church
209 Central Avenue, Fort Valley, GA
Please come pray with us seeking God’s forgiveness, mercy, protection, and blessings for our children,
our schools, our policemen, our firemen, our leaders, our community, our state and our nation. If you
need a ride please call our church office at 478-825-2762.

Vince and Ruth Archer
Vince and Ruth Archer have been a part of FVUMC family for a long time. They have two sons and they are now
empty nesters. Vince and Orv Bergman are related. World Gospel Mission is the organization with which they are
associated.
From the Archers: You may have noticed that we are not listed on the World Gospel Mission web site as being missionaries in Argentina. This is not a web page error. We, along with several other WGM missionaries, have intentionally decided to not have our names appear on the web site. Unfortunately, the term “missionary” has some
negative connotations among the people we are targeting. To avoid unnecessary misunderstanding, we would
prefer telling people that we are missionaries in person so that we can explain what we are referring to face-toface. Feel free to share our newsletter with others, but please so not post any of this update information on any
webpage. Thank you.
Vince and Ruth will be visiting us on January 22nd. They will be sharing about their time in Mendoza, Argentina
with all adult Sunday School Classes then very briefly during church. Ruth is an accomplished pianist and will share
her talent during church and lunch. Everyone is invited to bring a dish for lunch on Sunday, January 22nd and spend
time with friends.
Please pray for: Vince’s. Ruth’s and their family’s health; Ruth’s again parents; friends in Mendoza; and for hearts
to be challenged.
Those serving on the FVUMC Missions Committee for 2017 are: Mary Jean Banter; Joyce Barrett; Marcus Borders;
Kay Morrill; Kathy Thomas; and Jean McKenzie.

Children’s Ministry—Christmas Program
I want to thank everyone's for their support in the Children's Ministry. The children did a super job working hard
to be a part of the Christmas Program this year and showing you what they have learned about the story of Jesus's
Birth. We practiced 4 times and they pulled it off great! Thank you for believing in me and I cannot wait to see what
God has in store for us this year in 2017.
Many Blessings!!
Amber

Youth
A Note From The Youth Director:
I do believe that God has blessed my family and me again this Christmas. Our presents are now unwrapped. Our gifts have been played
with, worn, and are now in their keeping spots. It is amazing to know
just how much we are loved by the gift we get to unwrap every year at
Christmas. We get to unwrap a baby Jesus who would walk on earth as
man, teach us about God, show us how He wants us to live, then die on
a cross for our sins.
Many have already put away the Christmas decorations. The tree has had its ornaments taken off, and is either in
the trash or put up in a box to reside for the next 11 months. The outside decorations have met the same fate as
they have been boxed up, doomed to not see any light for 11 months. The entire inside decorations have also been
boxed up for awhile. Homes no longer smell like Christmas cookies. For many, Christmas has come and gone
again.
Christmas wasn’t meant to be celebrated between Thanksgiving and New Years, it was meant to be celebrated year
round. It is a celebration of the birth of something great. It is a celebration of our freedom from death. I’m sure
most of you have heard you can’t have the birth without the cross, and you can’t have the cross without the birth.
These words are so true! Neither can exist without the other, but neither just exist once a year. They both exist
throughout eternity.
If we truly believe in the Son of God, we should be willing to celebrate Him everyday of our lives until we die, then
we get to hang out with Him in paradise! God sacrificed so much for us, yet we only thank Him when it is convenient for us. His love endures everyday of our lives, not just twice a year. This year, I encourage all of us to celebrate
Christmas until next Christmas. Showing God’s love to our neighbors, praying to God whenever possible, reading
His book whenever possible, reading devotions whenever possible, and constantly growing our relationship with
Him.
May Christmas outlast the decorations!
Blessings and Peace,
Michael Hernandez

The Foundation:
We meet every Sunday afternoon 4:00-5:15. We start our evening with our lessons. We split the youth into
three groups during our lesson time as follows: 6-7 grade boys, 8-12 grade boys, and 6-12 girls. Greg Guest continues to do an awesome job delivering a life lesson to the kids each week. Michael Hernandez delivers a message
from God each week. Each group rotates each week between Greg, a rotating leader, and Michael. We then move
into the youth room and the Foundation Elevation praise band leads us into music and worship collectively. We
then finish our night with a snack supper. As the focus of this group is still emerging, God has opened the backdoor to a group of kids that desperately seek light in a dark world. We encourage the prayers of the church and
would invite any youth of the church or outside the church to give us the opportunity to share the light with you in
a dark world!

Fellowship/Upper Room Class Schedule
In 2017, the Fellowship/Upper Room Class, taught by Charles Adams III, will be studying Matthew’s account of
Holy Week. Starting with the Palm Sunday story on January 1, we will trace Jesus’ steps through this pivotal week
of Eternity, including some of His most powerful teachings, and the most dramatic and consequential events in all
of the Bible: The confrontation with the Pharisees, the Mount of Olives discourse, the Upper Room, Gethsemane,
the awful and awesome events of the Crucifixion, the Resurrection, and the Great Commission, to name just a few.
You don’t want to miss it! Here is the current “Lesson Plan”:
Jan. 1: Mt. 21:1-11: Palm Sunday
Jan. 8: Mt. 21:12-46: Jesus’ Authority Challenged
Jan. 15: Mt. 22:1-40: A Wedding Disaster
Jan. 22: Missionary Sunday (no class)
Jan. 29: Mt. 22:41-23:39: Woe to the Hypocrites
Feb. 5: Mt. 24: Christ on the Mount of Olives
Feb. 12: Mt. 25: Three Keys to the Kingdom
Feb. 19: Mt. 26:1-16: The Greatest Believer and the Greatest Betrayer
Feb. 26: Mt. 26:17-30: The Last Supper and the Lord's Supper
Mar. 5: Mt. 26:36-56: Gethsemane
Mar. 12: Mt. 26:31-35; 69-75: The “Peter Principle”
Mar. 19: Mt. 26:57-68: “Un-Due” Process
Mar. 26: Guest Teacher
Apr. 2: Mt. 27:1-31: Jesus Before Pilate
Apr. 9: Mt. 27:32-66: The Crucifixion
Apr. 16 (Easter): Mt. 28:1-15: “He Lives!”
Apr. 23: Mt. 28:16-20: The Mission Statement of the Church
Apr. 30-May 28: To Be Announced
If you, or others you know, are looking for a Sunday School class in the new year, you are cordially invited to attend. We have members of (almost) all ages, and everyone is very welcome. Come and “fellowship” with us!

“Test Your Bible Knowledge”
1. When Samson killed 1000 Philistines at Lehi what weapon did he use?
2. How old was David when he was anointed King of Israel?
3. Which disciples witnessed Jesus’ Transfiguration?
4. In Damascus, whose sight was restored by Ananias?
5. To whom did Jesus say, “Get thee behind me, Satan”?
6. What are the final words of Jesus recorded in the New Testament?
7. Prior to his conversion, how did Saul refer to the followers of Jesus Christ?
8. How many rivers were formed from the river that went out of Eden?
9. What is the name of the place where Jacob slept and dreamed of Jacob’s Ladder?
10. Who told Naaman to wash in the river Jordan seven times in order to cure his leprosy?
11. Who announced to Zachariah that his wife would bear a child to be named John (the Baptist)?
12. Who said, “…as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord”?
13. In what village was Christ when he turned the water into wine?
14. How is the name “Emmanuel” interpreted?
15. God tested Abraham by telling him to offer his only son as a burnt offering. Who was that son?
16. How much was Judas paid to betray Jesus?
17. Who personally baptized more people, Jesus or John the Baptist?
18. Who witnessed Elijah being taken up to Heaven?
19. Who hid Joshua’s spies from Jericho’s king?
20. Moses died at age 120 and was buried in a valley of Moab. Who buried him?
Answers on last page of newsletter.

Listening Before Praying
Posted: 21 Dec 2016 10:00 PM PST
“I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the
Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better” (Ephesians 1:17).
Elijah and Daniel both listened to God first and then prayed. They based their prayers on what
they had “heard.” Elijah heard God speak directly. Daniel heard God speak through the scripture. They took God’s revelation seriously. They took their prayer responsibility seriously.
They understood the listening side of prayer.
Listening prayer is simply this: First, we listen, and then we pray. There are several different ways that we can listen.
First, we can “hear” directly from God. When God the Father speaks, it is always through His Son and His Spirit. Of believers Jesus said, “My sheep hear my voice . . .” (John 10:27, NASB). Hearing Jesus’ voice is direct hearing. Paul calls the
Holy Spirit the “Spirit of . . . revelation” (Ephesians 1:17). This Spirit of revelation dwells within us and is able to reveal
what God wants to say directly to our hearts and minds. What we “hear” from God shapes our prayers, so that we know
what to pray.
By listening we may even learn when not to pray for something. At a time when the spirit of unrighteousness reigned in
Israel, God said to Jeremiah, “Do not pray for this people nor offer any plea or petition for them: do not plead with me,
for I will not listen to you” (Jeremiah 7:16).
The link between our prayers and God’s actions is so tight that God doesn’t want us praying for things that He definitely
doesn’t want to do. Though He probably won’t speak to you as decisively as He did to Jeremiah, He may at times put a
check in your spirit when you start praying for someone or something. When that happens, it may be time to change your
prayers.
Spirit of Wisdom and Revelation, speak to my heart as I listen for Your voice through Your word, in my circumstances,
through others, or in whatever way You choose! May Your words shape my prayers and guide my life into the midst of
Your divine activity! Help me to be attentive to Your voice, never doubting Your ability to share Your heart with my
own.
Prayer Points
Praise your God, who alone is holy (Rev. 15:4). Thank him for the glorious promise that one day all nations will come and
worship him. Confess sins which keep you from drawing close to God. Commit yourself daily to exalting and worshiping
your holy God. Ask God to help you keep his command to “be holy, because I am holy” (Lev. 11:45).
In all your family relationships, pray that the truth of Heb. 12:14 will be central: “Make every effort to live in peace with
all men and to be holy.”
Prayer Pointer
“If family worship is neglected, other attempts at prayer are like sprinkling the foliage of a plant while leaving the roots
dry.” —Anonymous

Please come join us for Bible Study!! Below are Bible Studies being offered. We hope you will join
us to learn more about God’s word.
Marie Anderson Bible Study for Women—Mondays at 10:00 AM, resumes meeting on January 9th at Jean
McKenzie’s.
Women Bible Study—Thursday Mornings at 9:30 AM. Will start back meeting toward the end of January—date to
be announced. Meets at Ann McGehee’s home.
Men’s Bible Doings—Wednesdays at 7:00 PM. Will resume on January 11th at Bill McGehee’s home.
Bible Study for All Ages - Sundays at 6:PM in the FVUMC Fellowship Hall. Will resume on January 15th with the
study of letters from Apostle Peter.

Scenes From December at FVUMC

What makes you come alive? Go do it.
January 2, 2017
To the South Georgia Conference:
Don’t ask what the world needs. Ask what makes you come alive, and go do it. Because what the world needs is
people who have come alive.
Those are the words of Howard Thurman, an influential African-American author, philosopher, theologian, educator, and civil rights leader. Thurman was devoted to prayer, and his personal practice of spiritual disciplines was
the foundation of his fruitful life. In 1944 he was co-founder of the Church for the Fellowship of All Peoples in San
Francisco, the first intercultural church in the United States. Later he served as Dean of the Chapel at Boston University. My doctoral advisor, Luther Smith, introduced me to the work of Howard Thurman, and for that I will always be grateful.
Notice the clarity Howard Thurman gives us as we enter the new year. When he says, “Don’t ask what the world
needs,” he is reminding us that human beings are a bottomless pit of needs. The needs of the world are so great
that we will quickly be overwhelmed by them. But there is another way: ask what makes you come alive, and then
go do it. For what the world really needs is people who have come alive.
So what makes you come alive? Tell me about a time in 2016 when you were most alive. What were you doing?
Were others involved? Why was it so energizing? How can you get more of that in 2017?
Tell me when your church was most alive in the past year? What was going on? Who was involved? Why was it so
energizing? How can your church get more of that in 2017?
Don’t ask what the world needs. Ask what makes you come alive, and go do it. Because what the world needs is
people who have come alive.
Our families need people who have come alive. Our communities need people who have come alive. Our world
needs people who have come alive. Where can such people be found? In Ephesians 2:5, the Apostle Paul says: “We
have been made alive together in Christ.” He is speaking of the church -- in Ephesus, in South Georgia, and in your
community.
Here is the key to your new year: what makes you come alive? Go do it. Because what the world needs is people
who have come alive.
Happy New Year!
Alive Together in Christ,
R. Lawson Bryan

21 Days of Prayer for our Church
January 1 – 21, 2017


















Doug and Susan Mays
C. James Carter
Our church administrative staff: Kathy, Ron,
Amber, Michael, Cindy, Sheila, and Alexis
Church Council Members
The Sunday School Teachers
Children and Youth Ministries
Church Members
The un-churched in our community
The volunteers serving in our church
Our Missionaries
Overholts, McLeishes, Owens, Rentz,
Archers, Hawks, Barretts, Enright Flight
Ministry, Spears, Golden Rule,
Davidsons, and Nancy Peed
Outreach and Social Concerns
Boy and Girl Scouts, Grace House, Fort
Valley Cares, Feed Center, In “Spirit”,
Hospitality Ministry, FVSU Wesley
Foundation
South Georgia United Methodist
Conference Bishop Bryan and District
Superintendent Buddy Cooper

“Test Your Bible Knowledge” Answers
1. When Samson killed 1000 Philistines at Lehi what weapon did he use? —– Ans: The jawbone of an ass (Judges
15:15)
2. How old was David when he was anointed King of Israel? —– Ans: 30 years (2 Samuel 5:4)
3. Which disciples witnessed Jesus’ Transfiguration? —– Ans: Peter, James & John (Matthew 17:1-2, Mark 9:2,
Luke 9:28-29)
4. In Damascus, whose sight was restored by Ananias? —– Ans: Saul of Tarsus (Acts 9:17-18)
5. To whom did Jesus say, “Get thee behind me, Satan”? —– Ans: Peter (Matthew 16:23 & Mark 8:33) and Satan
(Luke 4:8)
6. What are the final words of Jesus recorded in the New Testament? —– Ans: “Surely I come
quickly” (Revelations 22:20)
7. Prior to his conversion, how did Saul refer to the followers of Jesus Christ? —–Ans: The Way (Acts 9:2)
8. How many rivers were formed from the river that went out of Eden? —– Ans: Four (Genesis 2:10) [Pishon, Gihon, Hiddekel, and Euphrates]
9. What is the name of the place where Jacob slept and dreamed of Jacob’s Ladder? —– Ans: Bethel (Genesis
28:19)
10. Who told Naaman to wash in the river Jordan seven times in order to cure his leprosy? —– Ans: Elisha (2 Kings
5:10)
11. Who announced to Zachariah that his wife would bear a child to be named John (the Baptist)? —– Ans: The
Angel Gabrieal (Luke 1:13)
12. Who said, “…as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord”? —– Ans: Joshua (Joshua 24:15)
13. In what village was Christ when he turned the water into wine? —– Ans: Cana of Galilee (John 2:11)
14. How is the name “Emmanuel” interpreted? —– Ans: God is with us (Matthew 2:23)
15. God tested Abraham by telling him to offer his only son as a burnt offering. Who was that son? —– Ans: Isaac
(Genesis 22:2)
16. How much was Judas paid to betray Jesus? —– Ans: 30 pieces of silver (Matthew 26:15)
17. Who personally baptized more people, Jesus or John the Baptist? —– Ans: John the Baptist (John 4:2)
18. Who witnessed Elijah being taken up to Heaven? —– Ans: Elisha (2 Kings 2: 11-12)
19. Who hid Joshua’s spies from Jericho’s king? —– Ans: Rahab (Joshua 2:1-4)
20. Moses died at age 120 and was buried in a valley of Moab. Who buried him? —– Ans: The Lord (Deuteronomy
34: 6)

Community Events
Kathleen Madigan - January 6, 2017 - 8:00 PM - Grand Opera House
Gregg Allman - January 17, 2017 - 8:00 PM - Grand Opera House
The Black Jacket Symphony - January 21, 2017 - 8:00 PM - Grand Opera House
All That Jazz in Macon - January 28, 2017 - 7:00 PM - Macon City Auditorium
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January 2017
Sun

5

10

6:45 PM Chancel Choir

25

7:00 PM Men’s Bible Doings—Bill McGehee

6:45 PM Chancel Choir

18

12:00 Noon Kiwanis Club

26

5:30 PM - GAP

12:00 Noon Kiwanis Club

19

7:00 PM Men’s Bible Doings—Bill McGehee

27

20

13

28

21

14

Delta Kappa Gamma - Fellowship Hall

4

12:00 Noon Kiwanis Club

3
6:45 PM Chancel Choir

2
7:00 PM Prayer Meeting—
Handbell Room

12

9
7:00 PM Prayer Meeting—
Handbell Room

8:00 PM Healing Experience
Chris Carter—Fellowship Hall

11

12:00 Noon Kiwanis Club

10:00 AM Marie Anderson
Bible Study, Jean McKenzie

8:00 PM Healing Experience
Chris Carter—Fellowship Hall

31

7:00 PM Men’s Bible Doings—Bill McGehee

6:45 PM Chancel Choir

1
9:45 AM Sunday School
10:55 AM Worship Service

8
9:45 AM Sunday School
10:55 AM Worship Service
4:00-5:15 PM Children Activities
4:00 –5:15 PM Youth
4:00—Bishop Meeting—
Columbus

17
7:00 PM Prayer Meeting—
Handbell Room

24

8:00 PM Healing Experience
Chris Carter—Fellowship Hall

23

7:00 PM Prayer Meeting—
Handbell Room

30

7:00 PM Prayer Meeting—
Handbell Room
8:00 PM Healing Experience
Chris Carter—Fellowship Hall

10:00 AM Marie Anderson
Bible Study, Jean McKenzie

8:00 PM Healing Experience
Chris Carter—Fellowship Hall

10:00 AM Marie Anderson
Bible Study, Jean McKenzie

15 9:45 AM Sunday School 16
10:55 AM Worship Service
12:00 Noon - Lunch
4:00-5:15 PM Children Activities
4:00 –5:15 PM Youth
10:00 AM Marie Anderson
6:00 PM Bible Study—
Bible Study, Jean McKenzie
Fellowship Hall
22
9:45 AM Sunday School
10:55 AM Worship Service
12:00 Noon - Covered Dish
4:00-5:15 PM Children Act.
4:00 –5:15 PM Youth
6:00 PM Bible Study—
Fellowship Hall

29
9:45 AM Sunday School
10:55 AM Worship Service
4:00-5:15 PM Children Activities
4:00 –5:15 PM Youth
6:00 PM Bible Study—
Fellowship Hall

