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A Jesus Kind of Harvest Festival

STAFF

In my childhood, kids in rural South Georgia were expected to be harvest workers. We
picked tomatoes and squash and cucumbers and peas that we knew were soon going to be on
the supper table. But the bigger job we did was harvesting tobacco, which was then a major part
of our economy.
Breaking leaves from the stalks, which we called cropping, was done when the leaf was
ripening from green to yellow. The sap in the plant would ooze onto harvesters' hands and
clothes. Sand and grit would stick to the sap. Harvesting required the cropper to bend over into
the plants because the leaves on the bottom ripened first, so a cropper's face and hair
accumulated the sap or tobacco tar. Croppers who walked (in the days before mechanized
harvesting machines) had to stuff the leaves under the arm that wasn't breaking new leaves,
smearing the tobacco tar into the shirt all over the left side of the torso. I've always felt I had an
inkling of what it felt like to be tarred and feathered. We used to joke that at the end of the day
we could take our clothes and stand them in the corner.
My memories of harvesting are not pleasant. I'm sure if my family had been totally
dependent on what we grew it would probably have been different. My background certainly
affects the way I hear Jesus in the fourth chapter of John.
While the disciples have all gone into the Samaritan village to try to buy lunch, Jesus sat
down by the community well outside of town. A woman comes to draw water, a woman we
assume is ostracized in the town since she is coming in the heat of the day and by herself. Jesus
has a fascinating conversation with her and she is radically changed in the power of His
presence. She goes back to town and tells people about this Man Who knows all about her and
loves her anyway.
The disciples come back to Jesus. As they are talking, a crowd from town is coming out
because of the woman's report. Looking at the coming crowd, Jesus says to the Twelve:
34 Jesus said to them, "My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His
work. 35 Do you not say, 'There are still four months and then comes the harvest'? Behold, I
say to you, lift up your eyes and LOOK AT THE FIELDS, for they are ALREADY WHITE FOR HARVEST!
36 And he who reaps receives wages, and gathers fruit for eternal life, THAT BOTH he who sows
and he who reaps MAY REJOICE TOGETHER. (John 4:34-37, New King James Version, emphasis
added)
I believe we 21st Century American Christians have enjoyed such modern conveniences and
computer-enhanced lifestyles that our standard of living has affected our faith--and I often fear
that I am the chief of sinners here. Most of us don't have to spend time harvesting (or plowing or
planting, for that matter) and have forgotten that harvesting is work that is central to the task
and a cause for rejoicing.
Jesus wanted the disciples to see that this crowd of Samaritans, a people they despised, were
also people He had come to claim and redeem. He reinforced the point with the Twelve by
staying there among those villagers another two days and ministering to them.
Reaching others who have never heard, never trusted, and never experienced Jesus and His
life-giving, life-changing love is the business of all of us. Sometimes it's messy. Sometimes it's a
lot of trouble.
John Wesley put it this way: "The only business we have is saving souls."
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Over 90 Birthdays!!
Special birthday wishes go out to all of those who are 90 and
above. Ms. Annette Duke turns 92 on September 11 and
Ms. Alice Culpepper turns 95 on September 12th. A very big
“Happy Birthday “ to both of you and may you have many,

Birthday Wishes Go To:
September 2

Rodney Stoelting

September 2

Paul Knight

September 5

Jeannie Banter

September 6

Peggie Rowland

September 8

Allison Boone

September 9

Vicky Bridges

September 10

Harold Estes

September 11

Annette Duke

September 12

Alice Culpepper

September 12

Ann Lanter

September 12

George Hunnicutt

September 13

Sandra Stanley

September 14

Jeanie Smith

September 15

Minnie Mathews

September 16

Sam McGehee

September 18

Patty Pyles

September 18

Kelly Morrill

September 21

Kennedy Finch

September 22

Sarah Louise Luce

September 24

Ashley Bentley

September 24

Travis Kennedy

September 24

Mark Teece

September 27

Steve Pyles

September 29

Emily Sheets

September 29

W. L. Brown

September 30

Rachel Walton

If you would like your name added or deleted
from the birthday list please let us know.
Contact Sandra at sandraanitahaga@aol.com or
phone one (478) 825-5161.

Children
ATTENTION CHILDREN DAY AND TIME CHANGE
Starting Sunday, August 28th, we will be having Children’s Fun
Night 4:00 - 5:15 PM. Come Join us for games, teaching and pizza.
****We will NOT meet Sunday, September 4th in observance of
Labor Day.****

Prayer Concerns:

Ellen Hill, Patsy Thomas, Linda
Peterman, Bill Nichols, Ann Stoelting, Estelle Pyles, Lewis Hale
(Barbara Davidson’s brother), Greg Hutcheson (Joyce Barrett’s
nephew), Mariah Williams, Janie Stump, Marj Hamlin, Lucy
Rentz (daughter of John and Rosalie Rentz), Pratt Martin.
Our military--Caleb Hatton, Jennifer and John Varney, Jeff Patterson, Jason Scott.
Please pray for our church,
our community and our
nation.

The Prayer Ministry
Needs You!!
We need everyone to join us each Tuesday night at 7:00 PM in the Handbell
Room across from the Chapel. Ephesians 6:18-19 says “With all prayer and
petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on
the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints, and
pray.” Our congregation, our church, our town, our state, our nation and the world needs our prayers. If you cannot join us, but
have a prayer need, please let us know. If you need a ride, please
call one of these numbers: Carole, 825-3584, Nick, 258-0763, Sandra, 825-5161, or Sara, 662-4457.

ROBERT STUMP
By Charlie Adams
Here are three things you probably didn’t know about Robert Stump: (1) he was born in Peru (not South America);
(2) as newlyweds, he and Janie lived in a (real) log cabin; (3) he is the curator of a local arboretum.
Robert Lee Stump III was born on Monday, May 18, 1942, in Peru, Indiana, where his father, Dr. Robert L. Stump,
Jr., a graduate of the Emory School of Medicine, was completing his residency. The family soon moved to Wolf
Creek, Tennessee, where Dr. Stump was a physician at the local munitions depot until the end of World War II in
1945. They returned to Valdosta, Dr. Stump’s hometown, where he became a family physician and OB specialist.
Robert attended the public schools in Valdosta, but spent his high school years at Bolles Military Academy in
Jacksonville, Florida, where he was a member of the swim team, excelling in free style competition. After graduating
from Valdosta State College with a degree in psychology, he spent four years in the United States Navy, serving as a
radar operator on the USS Robert H. McCard, a destroyer homeported in Charleston, SC, and rising to the rank of
petty officer, second class. After receiving an honorable discharge from the Navy, Robert attended Abraham Baldwin
Agricultural College in Tifton for one year and then entered the forestry school at the University of Georgia. When he
realized that there were no jobs available in that field, he switched his major and in 1972 received a Bachelor of
Science degree in Recreational Management, with a concentration in the establishment and management of outdoor
parks. No jobs were available in Georgia, but Robert was hired as Park Manager of the Natural Chimneys Regional
Park in the Shenandoah Valley near Harrisonburg, Virginia.
At UGA Robert had met and dated Jane Shirah, the daughter of Rev. and Mrs. Jason Shirah. Her father was a
prominent Methodist minister in the South Georgia Conference and had served in Valdosta during the time that
Robert was away in the Navy. Romance blossomed, and they were married on July 28, 1973, in Columbus, where
Rev. Shirah was then serving. The happy couple had to delay their honeymoon and move immediately into their new
home, a small log cabin at Natural Chimneys Park. After a year and a half in this rustic setting they moved to a larger
house at Grand Caverns Regional Park (formerly Weyer’s Cave) in the town of Grottoes, a few miles to the south of
Natural Chimneys. After the birth of twin boys in 1976, the Stumps decided (for obvious reasons) to move closer to
the new grandparents in Georgia. Robert served as recreational director in Hazlehurst for a year and then moved to
Valdosta as assistant director. In 1981 he learned that Fort Valley needed a director able to plan and build a new
recreational park. He was selected for this challenging position and served in that capacity until his retirement in
2012. During that time he not only headed the city recreation program but also supervised the planning, construction
and maintenance of both North Peach Park in Byron and South Peach Park in Fort Valley. He is still active in the
continuing development of the Elizabeth Ann Brown Arboretum in South Peach Park, on the boundary adjacent to
the railroad. This area, which contains a fine walking trail, is currently planted with 92 individual trees, 86 of which
are species native to Georgia. He has prepared a guide showing the location and the common and scientific names of
each tree (e.g., White Oak, quercus alba). Robert proudly serves as curator of this arboretum and continues to add
new trees as other species become available. If you haven’t visited this park recently, go there, pick up a copy of the
guide, and walk the trail for a pleasant experience.
In 1983, Robert and Janie purchased the stately home of the John Lawrence Brown family on West Church Street.
They have tastefully maintained this historic residence, built in the 1870’s, and its gardens and added a family room
in the rear. Here they enjoy visits from their twin sons, Jason and David Stump, their daughter, Susanna Zeigler
(who lives in California) and four (so far) grandchildren. Robert was raised a Baptist but joined the Methodist
Church when he married Janie. They have been members of our church since 1981; Robert has served on the
Administrative Board and as chairman of the Pastor-Parish Relations Committee. He is presently employed as a
“pecan scout,” visiting the orchards of several small pecan growers and recommending the cultivation, spraying and
pruning needed to produce a good crop. A man of many talents, Robert makes glass lampshades in the Tiffany style
and paints bowling pins as decorative items. Don’t be surprised if he turns all that into a new career.

Please Note!!
The Wednesday Night Men’s Bible Study which had been meeting in the FVUMC
Aldersgate classroom (room A104 in the Sanctuary Annex) will begin meeting back in it’s usual place
at Bill McGehee’s, 604 Westview Drive, Fort Valley on September 7th.

From Our Minister of Music
Diane and I want to express our appreciation to you for the warm and gracious reception we have received from
each of you at FVUMC. It is certainly a pleasure to serve the Lord as co-laborers in the ministry of the local
church. To be a part of the family of God is a great blessing because we celebrate together what the Lord has done
in our lives.
Our focus will be to plan, prepare and present worship songs that enable God’s people to participate in corporate
worship. Our greatest calling on earth is to “love the Lord with all our heart, soul and mind”, Matthew 22:37. One
of my favorite definitions of worship is: “the believers spirit driven response to the finished work of Jesus Christ in
redemption”. Our purpose is not to impress anyone, please people or entertain. Because Jesus Christ alone is our
Redeemer, He is our Audience of One.
From what I have heard so far, I commend you for being a singing and worshiping congregation!
Blessings,
Ron Moore

Adult Sunday School Schedule For September
Fellowship Class
 Month of August — Banters

Aldersgate Class
 September 4—Bryant Culpepper
 September 11—Bill McGehee
 September 18—Bill McGehee
 September 25—Bill McGehee

Prime Time Class
 Months of August— Finish Brand
New (Then move to one of Paul's Epistles.)
— Banters and Cindy Adams, substitute.

The Foundation:
We meet every Sunday afternoon 4:00-5:15. We start our evening with our lessons. We split the youth into
three groups during our lesson time as follows: 6-7 grade boys, 8-12 grade boys, and 6-12 girls. Greg Guest continues to do an awesome job delivering a life lesson to the kids each week. Michael Hernandez delivers a message
from God each week. Each group rotates each week between Greg, a rotating leader, and Michael. We then move
into the youth room and the Foundation Elevation praise band leads us into music and worship collectively. We
then finish our night with a snack supper. As the focus of this group is still emerging, God has opened the backdoor to a group of kids that desperately seek light in a dark world. We encourage the prayers of the church and
would invite any youth of the church or outside the church to give us the opportunity to share the light with you in
a dark world!

Calling All 3rd—6th Graders
Miss Sue and Miss Nancy are waiting for you each Sunday to join them upstairs in the Craft
Room of the Education Building. Each week there will be an interesting and exciting Sunday School hour beginning with the Pledge of Allegiance; a visit with our wonderful Praise Band for some great Christian music; an interesting lesson time with an emphasis on prayer; and fun crafts. Hope you will come and join us and see what God
has in store for you!!

Mark Your Calendar
October 9, 2016
Fort Valley United Methodist Church will hold the long-awaited dedicatory service and recital on Sunday, October 9,
2016 at 3:00 p.m., with Organist, Gerald Carper performing. More details will follow, but please mark this important
date on your calendar, and we will see you then!
Hello from winter in Mendoza, Argentina! Thank you so much for praying for us. God has been graciously
answering and we are so grateful for His faithfulness!
What happened?

In June, were scheduled to spend about a month in the United States. Vince needed to attend a class in California and then
we were hoping to visit several churches in the Dakotas. The day before we left Argentina, my (Ruth’s) mother fell and
fractured two bones in her hip area. I arrived in South Dakota and went to the emergency room with her.
Several days later she developed a fever and other symptoms and I had to rush her to the hospital again. This time she
needed emergency gall bladder surgery. She had a difficult time recovering from the surgery because her other internal
organs didn't respond right away after the anesthesia. She also contracted pneumonia. All these physical issues required
her to stay in the hospital for nine days.
During her hospital stay, my father's Alzheimer's dementia worsened and when my mother was released from the hospital
for rehabilitation at a nursing home, my father also moved there to be with her. Although my mother is now slowly
improving, my father's condition is worsening, so they have now both decided to stay at the nursing home. As I
mentioned earlier, this is the very institution where my father served as chaplain for 26 years, so they are surrounded by
loving people who have known them for many years.
The fact that we were able to be back in South Dakota during this exact period of time when our physical presence was
most needed, was a real answer to prayer. Even though we are now willing to remain close to them, they encouraged us to
return to the mission field. Only God could have helped things come together in the way that they did, allowing us to see
them get moved into a such an ideal setting where they are getting all the help they need. Thank you, again, for
praying. We may not know what the future holds, but we know who holds the future!
Where are you now?

We just arrived back in Argentina. We are grateful that, in spite of all the unforeseen circumstances, we were able to report
back to several friends and churches in the Dakotas and look forward to visiting more in 2017. Thank you for standing with
us to share the good news of Jesus with those who don't know Him!
Please pray:





For Ruth’s parents to have good health, stability and contentment.
That hearts that would be challenged and transformed in the apologetics and Bible studies.

That God would continue to build a team of new workers to serve in Argentina.
We appreciate you!
Vince and Ruth Archer
Mendoza - Argentina

Community Wide Prayer Meeting
September 26th - 6:30 PM - Place To Be Announced
Please invite a friend and come join us in prayer for our community, our
country and our world!!

Mary Jean Banter Awarded the
Margaret O. Bynum Scholarship
By Sandra Haga

Mary Jean and some of her gifted students

Earlier this summer our very own Mary Jean Banter was awarded the
Margaret O. Bynum Scholarship. The Margaret O. Bynum Scholarship Fund was established to provide financial
assistance to teachers of gifted children for additional professional development. Recipients must hold the gifted
endorsement and are expected to provide service(s) to gifted students in Georgia for one school year after receiving
the scholarship. Also, applicants must be a member of GAGC – Georgia Association for Gifted Children.
Recipients of the scholarship are required to make a presentation at GAGC Conference immediately following the
completion of the professional learning experience to:
A. Explain about how the gifted endorsement or other training in teaching gifted learners has impacted his/her
teaching and success with students; OR
B. Give examples of strategies, resources, and/or skills acquired from the awarded professional development
experience that have greatly impacted his/her teaching; OR
C. Provide examples of good leadership strategies learned from experience and gifted training.
Mary Jean is a GAGC Regional Representative and the Peach County Coordinator of Gifted Services. GAGC Regional
Representatives are members of the Executive Council and serve as liaisons between local school districts and
GAGC. Regional Representatives provide information to GAGC regarding specific needs of their region related to
gifted education and assistance to parents and teachers in their regions. In addition, they work with the
local Regional Education Services Agencies (RESAs) to help provide region-specific training and networking
opportunities for teachers in their areas.
WHO ARE THE GIFTED IN GEORGIA?

Gifted Student - a student who demonstrates a high degree of intellectual and/or creative ability(ies), exhibits an
exceptionally high degree of motivation, and/or excels in specific academic fields, and who needs special instruction
and/or special ancillary services to achieve at levels commensurate with his or her abilities.
The Mission of the Georgia Association for Gifted Children is to advocate for gifted children and youth by working
with educators, parents, policy-makers, and the community to meet the needs of the gifted.
GAGC’s purpose is:
1. To promote an awareness of the needs of Georgia's gifted students
2. To stimulate among educational administrators, teachers, parents, legislators, the business community, and
others of the general public, a deeper understanding of and interest in the needs of the gifted.
3. To provide a forum for the exchange of information and ideas among the organization.
4. To encourage and stimulate the best possible training for gifted educators.
5. To encourage and stimulate research in the area of gifted education, particularly in the State of Georgia.
WHO IS MARGARET BYNUM?

Margaret O. Bynum was Georgia’s first full-time consultant for gifted education - the first such position in any
state. During her 24 year tenure, gifted education in Georgia grew from a scant four units to programs throughout
the state. She was instrumental in developing the Governor’s Honors Program (GHP) now in its sixth decade.
She facilitated the implementation of education courses for the gifted in Georgia’s universities. Her influence
extended beyond Georgia’s borders. President of TAG, gifted consultant to other states, member of editorial boards
of various national journals such as Highlights, Margaret was recognized as an important force in the field of gifted
education in America.
In 2007, Margaret was posthumously inducted into the Georgia Women of Achievement, (www.georgiawomen.org/
honorees/) an organization that recognizes and honors Georgia women who made extraordinary contributions
within their fields of endeavor, and who will inspire future generations to utilize their own talents. Sadly, Margaret
died in 1982 after a short illness at the age of 61. GAGC's Bynum Award and this Margaret Bynum Scholarship are
ways of honoring and remembering this incredible individual!
And now, Mary Jean Banter is being recognized for her hard work, dedication and extraordinary contributions to the
gifted students of Peach County. Congratulations Mary Jean!! We are so proud of you and thankful for your
dedication to and caring for our children here at FVUMC and in our Peach County School System.

“All the Stops”: The Story of FVUMC’s Beloved Organ
(PART TWO OF THREE)
by Charles R. Adams III
Curator of the Organ
[B]e filled with the Spirit; Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing
and making melody in your heart to the Lord (Eph. 5:18-19).
This is part two of a three-part series on the history of our church’s Sanctuary organ. As you know by now,
on Sunday, October 9, at 3:00 p.m., we will hold the dedicatory service for the Sanctuary Organ, followed with a
recital by noted Macon organist Gerald Carper. In August, this newsletter focused on the history of our original instrument, “as it was in the beginning,” through the almost sixty years following its installation in 1918. This article
remembers the first rebuild in 1976, and the events surrounding and ensuing from that, as well as its history over
the decades until the current project.
The Moeller Organ
A Much-Needed Overhaul
1976-2014
The quality of the original Steere organ was such that it needed little attention beyond tuning for an amazing fifty years, but by the early 1970’s, it was starting to show its age. A pipe organ is an extremely complex symphony of thousands of individual components coming together to move air across surfaces to produce each individual note. Many different materials go into such an instrument. Some, such as the wood and metal the actual pipes
are made of, will last indefinitely with proper care (there are working pipes in the organ of St. Paul’s Cathedral in
London that date back to the 1600’s), but modern organs also have yards and yards of electrical wires in them, with
plastic (or, earlier, cotton) insulation, plus many moving parts. Just as with any other machinery, these electrical,
leather, and moving parts wear out over time and eventually must be replaced. Thus, in one respect, the organ is
simply the largest, most expensive, and most complex piece of machinery in the church. That’s why its upkeep is a
joint venture of the Trustees and the Music Ministry. We’re fortunate that those two groups have worked so well
together across the years, and you will see in next month’s article how the Lord brought that collaboration together
in 2014 to give us the glorious worship tool we have today.
In a pipe organ, one of the most fragile components is the leather, and there is a lot of it. Virtually all of the
wind (air) movement is controlled by the leathers, in the bellows, in the reservoir, in the windchests, all the way to
the actual pouches that allow the wind into each individual pipe. The leather in organs, just like that in your shoes,
wears out over time, and that time had come and gone for our original instrument by 1976.
To illustrate, I must interject one humorous story here: In December 1971, my mother, Leah Adams, was
Music Minister, and the Chancel Choir was performing Saint-Saens’ solemn and majestic Christmas Oratorio, including noted guest musicians such as organist Julian Pringle Edwards of Atlanta. Behind the scenes, however, the
leather in the reservoir (the main place of storage for the air between the bellows and the pipes) was on the way out.
Our Pastor, Reece Turrentine, was something of a jack of all trades, as well as a strong supporter of the music ministry. On the final Saturday rehearsal before the big performance the next night, Reece was back there patching the
reservoir leather with masking tape, but finally there came a rip it just wouldn’t hold. My Mom was in tears, the
performance was in peril, and I, age 14, jumped on my bicycle and pedaled down to Strickland Hardware as fast as I
could. Nick (yes, that Nick!) introduced me to a brand-new product called “duct tape,” and the service was saved.
Alden Winslow’s arrival as FVUMC’s first full-time Minister of Music in 1974 was significant in many ways,
but one of the first things he recognized (and had the time to deal with) was the need for a complete overhaul of the
organ. In good Methodist fashion, in 1976, an Organ Committee was assembled, consisting of: Fletcher Barnes,
Chairman; Leah Adams; Barbara Aultman; Phillip Fountain; Ed Graening; Nancy Graening; Virginia Haslam;
Eloise Hunnicutt; Helen Pappas; Patsy Thomas; Jeanette Wheaton, and Alden Winslow. Of course, that Committee’s work was ultimately subject to the authority of the Board of Trustees, then headed by Dr. Oliver I. Snapp.
Several competing proposals were considered, including one from Wicks Organ Co. that would have essentially replaced the entire instrument, but ultimately, and happily, the church elected to contract with Moeller Organ
Co. of Hagerstown, Maryland, which was then the leading organ builder in the nation, and to preserve significant
portions of the original Steere organ. I have the original 1976 contract in my possession. It is signed on behalf of
the church by Dr. Snapp as Chairman of the Trustees, and by Joseph P. Luce as Chairman of the

“ALL THE STOPS”: THE STORY OF FVUMC’S BELOVED ORGAN cont’d:
Administrative Board. Those were the days, my friends! The contract price was $65,000.00, which, adjusted for inflation, would be well over $250,000.00 today.
As Col. Tom Bridges will be quick to remind you, not much about church finances is funny, but there is one
good story concerning how we got up the $65,000.00. It was the Monday after the final Sunday before the contract
deadline. We had to have all the funding in by then, otherwise, the contract wouldn’t be signed, the price would
change, and we might not be able to get the new organ, at least for some months longer than planned. I was home
from college for the summer and went around to the church office to ask church secretaries Nita Jones and Helen
Marshall how much had been given. That Sunday’s offering brought the total in the fund to—$64,970.14 (I’m pretty
sure about the cents, but, anyway, we were just under $30.00 short). Well, I really wanted to play that new organ,
and the sooner, the better. I asked Miss Nita and Miss Helen, if I put in $10.00, would they each put in $10.00, too,
in order to put us over the top? Naturally, they both did, and that’s how we got the Moeller instrument in the timeframe, and for the price, we did. Nowadays, I would probably ask 100 other people for the equivalent of $10.00, and
add another gadget to the organ, sort of like we did for the Oboe stop this time around—that story next month.
A very significant savings in 1976 was effected by our resident mechanical genius, Jack R. Hunnicutt, Sr. Jack
took the original (1918) “Orgoblo” blower motor, the source of all the wind for the entire instrument, and rebuilt it.
So well did Jack do his work that this 1918 motor lasted until 2012, an astounding 94 years! However, as these
things happen (even to some of us!), over the last ten years or so of its life, the drive shaft deflected, the seals wore
out, you could hear it rumbling all over the building, and we couldn’t tune properly because of it. After Jack died, it
got to the point that David Thames, later me, and then my son William had to crawl down deep into the bowels of the
McGarity Building about once every six weeks to pour oil into the motor and pray over it, including, increasingly,
prayers that it wouldn’t catch fire and burn the church down. Thus, even Jack’s spirit finally agreed it was time to
put in a new blower, which was made possible in 2012 by gifts from the Louise Matthews Foundation and David and
Mary Ann Thames. Brother Thames was our Music Minister from 1999-2009. I am not at all surprised at his support for this part of the project, because, truly, nothing was ever more appropriate than a gift of wind from David
Thames, except perhaps the acceptance of it on behalf of the church by Charles Adams.
The new blower, installed by Parkey Organbuilders in Norcross (of whom more later), was the top-of-the-line
import from Germany and, with sealed bearings, is guaranteed not to need any servicing or lubrication more often
than every ten years. The original Orgoblo still resides alongside of it, in honored retirement, in the basement of the
McGarity Building, where I assume it will stay until Jesus comes back.
One of the most notable changes in the 1976 renovation was the relocation of the organ console from the back
of the choir loft to the west side of the Sanctuary. The mechanics back then required quite a large cabinet to house all
of the stop-changing action, and Moeller custom-built it to match the pews we had just installed the year before. Not
everyone was happy about this location from an aesthetic viewpoint, it was still not ideal for the organist being able
to hear, and for many years a monitor speaker from the pipe chamber was next to the console. The current situation
is greatly improved, however, as the console is now moveable, and the organist isn’t having to listen to the sound as it
comes around the corner, so to speak.
Moeller made several tremendous tonal enhancements. Most important was the 8’ Swell Trompette. Our instrument had never had a reed stop (those who played in the old days had to “fake it” with an 8’ string/4’ flute combination). Moeller also added a 159-pipe (3 rank) Mixture stop to the Great, and a 2’ Piccolo and 1-1/3’ Quint to the
Swell. Without going into a lot of technical detail, those stops account for the higher-pitched “brilliant” sounds you
now hear, which were lacking on the original instrument.
Moeller installed a set of six “live” pistons, which enabled the organist to combine any number of stops/
couplers with the push of a button. They were electro-mechanical, and changing them gave rise to the distinctive
“clunk” those of you who sit over on the west side used to hear right before the music was played. As we will discuss
next month, all of that is now greatly expanded, completely digital, and quiet.
Organists during this period included Virginia (“Sister”) Haslam, who retired in 1978, although she continued
to play for most weddings and funerals at our church, almost until the day she died in 1992. For the first few years
after Sister’s retirement, Sunday night music was handled in a rotation between Ellis Brown, Nancy Graening, Sister,
and me. At some point, Ellis moved away, and Sister, Nancy, and I continued to alternate up until not long before
Sister’s death. After that, Nancy and I took turns playing on Sunday nights until around 2000, when, following our
“Phase I” renovation, those services were moved to the Chapel. Throughout that period, there were always the tremendously talented Helen Rhea Stumbo (and, later, Margaret Watson) on the piano for those services, as well.
Sadly, Sunday night services were discontinued around 2010, and our wonderful Sanctuary and only employed for
about an hour each week.

“ALL THE STOPS”: THE STORY OF FVUMC’S BELOVED ORGAN cont’d:
Virginia was succeeded as the principal Organist by Camille Bishop, who was one of the most phenomenal
accompanists we ever had, and there is more about her below. In 1980, Cam was followed by Putnam Porter, who
became a mainstay of our music ministry for the next twenty years. Putnam was a Fulbright Scholar who had played
and directed music at larger churches than ours, and his faithful service and distinctive touch will always be fondly
remembered. In fact, our Sunday morning services were broadcast over the local radio station in those days, and if
you happened to tune in while the organ was playing, that’s all it took to know you were on the right station.
Putnam retired in 2000, and was followed by Steven Carr (2000-2001); Jenny Bishop (2001-2003); Nancy
Joiner (2003-2009); Nancy Graening (2009-2011); Cameron Cody (2011-2013); Jose Reyes (2013-2014); and David
Loudermilk (2014-2016). David took on this role in addition to serving us as Minister of Music from 2011 until last
month. We will speak more of David’s contributions to our 2015 organ rebuild in the next article, but, alas, his “day
job” in the construction industry took him away from us; his gain is our loss, and we certainly do wish him and his
family well in all their future endeavors.
Our church enjoyed two fantastic recitals on the Moeller organ: On the evening of October 18, 1976, we held
a “Service of Consecration and Organ Recital.” The organist for that occasion was James C. (“Jimmy”) Cripps, the
son of Rev. David Cripps who pastored this church from 1948-1952. Jimmy was graduated from Fort Valley High
School in 1952, and some of you who were around back then may remember him. At the time of the 1976 recital, he
was Organist-Director of Music of the Mulberry Street UMC in Macon. It was a glorious service and program,
opened by the congregational hymn “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing,” which is also planned as the opening hymn
for our service on October 9.
In May 1978, our new organist, Camille Bishop, gave another wonderful recital. Her program opened with
Bach’s “Toccata and Fugue in D Minor,” which is probably the most famous piece of music ever written for the organ. You can hear an excellent recording of that work (although not on our organ) at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=ho9rZjlsyYY. If you don’t think Cam made our instrument get up and speak that day, you’ve got another
think coming! Cam was scheduled to give the dedicatory recital on the Jamison organ last October on the day of our
Homecoming, but she fractured a bone in her foot a couple of weeks beforehand, and this led to our postponing the
dedication to this year. We know that Gerald Carper’s program this coming October will be equally memorable.
Stay tuned in next month’s newsletter for the final installment of this series, and the story of the miraculous
way the Holy Spirit brought about the fantastic instrument we have now.
Glossary of Organ Terms
Diapason/Principal: A stop that gives the characteristic “pipe organ” sound. We now have a full range of both,
including an 8’ Principal and a 4’ Octave on the Swell, and an 8’ Diapason and a 4’ Principal on the Great (also unified into some of the Pedal stops). More on this next month.
Expression: Volume control. Accomplished in a pipe organ by opening and closing louvers in the side of the pipe
chamber facing the sanctuary. In our organ the Swell division is under expression; the Great is not. Most of the
Pedal stops are housed in the Great chamber.
Reed: A stop that imitates brass instruments, such as trumpets, horns, etc. Our present organ has two reed stops,
the 8’ Trompette (1976) and the 8’ Oboe (2015), both on the Swell.
1976 Specification: 15 ranks (+5 from 1918); 874 pipes (+281 from 1918); 18 stops (+5 from 1918). All stops and couplers on left and right
hand stopdesks:
Great (6 ranks; 342 pipes; 5 stops):
8’ Salicional (61)
8’ Principal (61) (replaced 8’ Diapason; façade pipes retained)
8’ Voix Celeste (49)
8’ Rohrflote (61) (replaced 8’ Melodia)
8’ Dulciana (61)
4’ Octave (61) (replaced same from Steere)
4’ Gemshorn (61) (moved from Great)
Mixture II-III (159)
2’ Piccolo (61) (treble octaves of the Steere 8’ Melodia
Chimes (21 notes)
were repurposed into this rank)
Swell to Great 16’
1-1/3’ Quint (61)
Swell to Great 8’
8’ Trompette (61)
Swell to Great 4’
Tremulant
Great Unison Off
Swell 16’
Great 4’
Swell Unison Off
New Great windchests
Swell 4’
Swell (8 ranks; 476 pipes; 8 stops):
Steere windchests augmented
8’ Gedeckt (61)

“ALL THE STOPS”: THE STORY OF FVUMC’S BELOVED ORGAN cont’d:
Pedal (1 rank; 56 pipes; 5 stops):
16’ (stopped) Bourdon (32)
16’ (stopped) Gedeckt (12) (unified with Swell)
8’ Principal (Great)
8’ Flute (12) (Unified with Bourdon)
4’ Octave (Great)
Great to Pedal 8’ (also on toe reversible)
Swell to Pedal 8’
Swell to Pedal 4’
Blank stopknob
Steere windchests augmented

Other: New custom-built console, with lights
Tutti reversible (toe only)
Balanced Expression pedal—Swell
Balanced Crescendo pedal
6 general pistons (thumb only)
General Cancel (thumb only)
1918 “Orgoblo” blower rebuilt
Steere bellows/reservoir retained

A Note From The Youth Director:
I hope that school has begun to take shape for everyone this year. It is hard for me to believe that it has already been a month since we started school. A lot has changed, even this month! I have different responsibilities this
year than what I had last year. I have met new people and have become familiar with new ways.
In light of all those things, one thing really sticks out, when it comes to steps in our spiritual life, are we ready
to press on, or do we need to see the second step to go all in? Mark Batterson is the pastor of a church in Washington
DC. He has written a few books, I have paid particular interest the book “The Circle Maker”. In that book he talks
about praying…. really praying, and what it can do with your life. This next book, the one we are talking about right
now, “All In”, Batterson talks about living a life where we fully put ourselves out there and let God take control.
Most of us get hung up on the first step. We are too scared to move forward because we want a sign from God
to reassure us that it’s ok to make the next move. Batterson makes the notion when it relates to our spiritual lives
that we should be obedient to the measure of revelation God has given us if we want more of it. If we don’t take the
first steps, God can’t reveal the next step. So we basically get spiritually stuck. We want more revelation before we
obey more, but God wants more obedience before He reveals more.
Allow God to fully consume you! Don’t be scared to move forward in your walk with God. Pay attention to
your prayers with God. Be ready to jump to the call when He calls you. Be bold about your faith, share your faith, live
your faith! Don’t be scared to show others why you are so happy, why you love show much. Be obedient to the one
who is so devoted to you. Go All In!
Read the books, Circle Maker and All In by Mark Batterson, they will definitely help put a different perspective in
your Christian walk!
Blessings and Peace,
Michael Hernandez

Bible Study
Come join us at 6:00 PM on September 11th, 18th, and 25th, for a continuing study of Spiritual Warfare being lead by Nancy Peed We will be meeting in the Aldersgate Sunday School
Class room in the Sanctuary Annex.
Bible Study with Pastor Mays will continue in October in the Fellowship Hall at 6:00 PM
each Sunday. Please come join us and bring a friend as we delve deeper into God’s word.

Seeing People as God Sees Them
One practical way the compassionate King imparted His burden for the lost to me
that I would recommend to the serious follower of Jesus is to pray among the
masses. Find a large group of people and walk among them silently praying, “God,
let me see these people as You see them. Let me feel what You feel for them.” Do
this regularly and consistently. The Holy Spirit will begin to melt your heart.
This has been a practice of mine for many years. When I first began ministering on
the streets of Chicago, I would occasionally drive to Chicago’s O’Hare Airport. I
would sit quietly in the airport and watch the crowds that passed me. I would silently ask God to break my heart for
them. It was in these times that God began to give me a world vision.
I don’t believe that we can fully appreciate God’s heart for the masses unless we are among them. Prayer should not
be a retreat from the world; it should be where we get our marching orders to go into the world. Many times the compassion of Christ grew out of His mingling with the masses. Matthew 9:36 says, “Seeing the multitudes, He felt compassion for them, because they were distressed and downcast like sheep without a shepherd.” The heart of Jesus
broke when He saw the multitudes.
God has continuously used this method of prayer to impart His vision to me. Students would benefit from walking
through the halls of their school in silent prayer, asking God to allow them to see their classmates as He sees them.
Businesspeople would benefit from spending a lunch hour walking through the business community in silently
prayer. We need to walk throughout neighborhoods, both ghettos and suburbs, with a heart that is seeking the kingdom of God.
Lord, how often I have enjoyed watching people in crowds around me…in shopping malls, at sporting events, at
airports, restaurants, etc. Yet, very rarely do I think to consider them as You see them! Give me a heart that longs
to intercede on behalf of those who pass by me every day! Make me aware of the brokenness and longing in their
lives so that I can bring them to You. How many opportunities I have missed! Forgive me, Father, and show me
how to be more intentional about praying for the sheep with no shepherd!
Prayer Points
Read Ps. 91:1-2 and praise the Most High, the Almighty, the Lord, your God. Thank him for providing shelter and
shade from the heat of spiritual conflict in your life. Confess those times when you’ve sought shelter other than that
provided by the Most High. Commit yourself to simply resting in God. Ask him always to be your refuge and fortress
in every life situation.
Pray for those who take the liberating love of Christ into prisons throughout the world. Ask God to bless those prisoners who have trusted Christ, but must remain behind bars. Pray for their safety and testimony to other prisoners.
–Adapted from The Prayer Factor by Sammy Tippit. This book is available at prayershop.org. Use the

code CONPSP3 at checkout to receive an additional 10% discount.

Youth
ATTENTION FVUMC YOUTH- THE FOUNDATION 6th to 12th GRADE
DAY AND TIME CHANGE
The youth will start meeting on Sunday Afternoons, 4:00 - 5:15 PM effective August 28th.
We will no longer meet on Wednesdays. We will kick off our first Sunday with a party. Lesson-Music-Snack Supper
***We will NOT meet Sunday, September 4th in observance of Labor Day.***

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

Thu

2

Fri

3

Sat

7:00 PM Lady’s Bible Study—
Susan Swift

12:00 Noon Kiwanis Club

10

7

8

6

15

7:00 PM Prayer Meeting—
Handbell Room

14

12:00 Noon Kiwanis Club
6:45 PM Chancel Choir
7:00 PM Lady’s Bible Study—
7:00 PM Men’s Bible Doings— Susan Swift
Bill McGehee

13

21

7:00 PM Prayer Meeting—
Handbell Room

20

9:30 AM Lady’s Bible Study —
6:45 PM Chancel Choir
location Ann McGehee’s
7:00 PM Men’s Bible Doings— 12:00 Noon Kiwanis Club
7:00 PM Lady’s Bible Study—
Bill McGehee
Susan Swift

9:30 AM Lady’s Bible Study —
location Ann McGehee’s
6:45 PM Chancel Choir
12:00 Noon Kiwanis Club
7:00 PM Men’s Bible Doings— 5:30 PM GAP Fellowship Hall
7:00 PM Lady’s Bible Study—
Bill McGehee
Susan Swift

7:00 PM Prayer Meeting—
Handbell Room

28

22

27

29
7:00 PM Prayer Meeting—
Handbell Room

9:30 AM Lady’s Bible Study —
6:45 PM Chancel Choir
location Ann McGehee’s
7:00 PM Men’s Bible Doings— 12:00 Noon Kiwanis Club
7:00 PM Lady’s Bible Study—
Bill McGehee
Susan Swift

16

24

17

30

23

9:00—11:30 AM Delta Kappa
Gamma Teachers Meeting

9

September 2016
Sun

4 9:45 AM Sunday School
5
10:55 AM Worship Service
4:00-5:15 PM Children Activities 10:00 AM Marie Anderson
4:00 –5:15 PM Youth
Bible Study, Jean
6:00 PM Bible Study—
McKenzie
Aldersgate SS Classroom
11 9:45 AM Sunday School
12
10:55 AM Worship Service
4:00-5:15 PM Children Activities 10:00 AM Marie Anderson
4:00 –5:15 PM Youth
Bible Study, Jean
6:00 PM Bible Study—
McKenzie
Aldersgate SS Classroom
18 9:45 AM Sunday School
19
10:55 AM Worship Service
4:00-5:15 PM Children Activities 10:00 AM Marie Anderson
4:00 –5:15 PM Youth
Bible Study, Jean
6:00 PM Bible Study—
McKenzie
Aldersgate SS Classroom
6:00 PM - Finance
Committee - Choir Library
25 9:45 AM Sunday School
26
10:55 AM Worship Service
4:00-5:15 PM Children Activities 10:00 AM Marie Anderson
4:00 –5:15 PM Youth
Bible Study, Jean
6:00 PM Bible Study—
McKenzie
Aldersgate SS Classroom
6:30 PM Community Wide
Prayer—

