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The Renewing of the Mind, American Style

STAFF

In his first inaugural address, President George W. Bush called the American
story “a story of flawed and fallible people united across the generations by grand
and enduring ideals.” I remember watching his inauguration, and being impressed
with his Biblical reference when he said, “I can pledge our Nation to a goal: When
we see that wounded traveler on the road to Jericho, we will not pass to the other
side.” When one of America’s network news anchors called himself explaining that
reference after the speech, he said, “We can expect a lot of these home-y Texas sayings from this President.” I felt at the time that said a lot about our troubles as a
nation; one of the leading shapers of public opinion couldn’t recognize the big point
from one of the most famous stories Jesus told. We demonstrate through that and
other glaring examples of ignorance how flawed and fallible we are. Are we still
united by grand and enduring ideals?

Doug Mays
Pastor
pastorfvumc@gmail.com
Chris Carter
Associate Pastor
fvsuwesley@yahoo.com
David Loudermilk
Minister of Music
Amber Alston
Children’s Director
fvumcchildren@gmail.com

Michael Hernandez
Youth Director
faithleadway@gmail.com

Kathy Darsey
Office Administrator
fvumcoffice@gmail.com

Sheila Green
Custodian
Jocelyn Douglas
Nursery Attendant
Karyn Nooks
Nursery Attendant
Sunday Morning
Sunday School – 9:45 AM
Morning Worship Service
10:55 AM
Office: 478-825-2762
Church FAX: 478-825-8504
Website: www.fvumc.com

In his best-known letter in the New Testament, the apostle Paul calls every believer to “be transformed by the renewing of your mind” (Romans 12:2). I don’t
think I know a person who doesn’t have some desire to be transformed in some
way. And we are certainly told every day we will be transformed—by the right
toothpaste, better technology, or a new wardrobe. A huge portion of our economy
and society depends on that. But deep inside our hearts and minds, we know that’s
a parody of the promise Paul calls us to claim. And as we come to the 240th anniversary of our birth as a nation, true Christians yearn for a renewing of the American mind.
I submit to you that from our earliest American history the struggle to not be
conformed to the world’s way of thinking but to be transformed by the renewing of
our minds has not only been plainly evident, it has also been a crucial part of our
progress. The earliest European settlers on the continent, Spaniards, were in
search of gold and empire. Three-quarters of a century later, Englishmen came to
Jamestown driven by the same passion. But thirteen years later, another ship bearing pilgrims of a whole different mindset and passion arrived—Puritans who
wanted to worship God fully and freely as led by their consciences. And even at
Jamestown, it was Captain Smith demanding that the gold-seekers submit to a Biblical pattern of self-denial for the common good that saved the colony from disaster.
At least five times in the Old Testament we hear a phrase that too aptly describes much of the modern American mind: “every man did what was right in his
own eyes.” Those words are used as an epitaph of the nation of Israel when it sank
into selfishness and debauchery. But maybe most chilling is their use in Proverbs
12:15, “The way of a fool is right in his own eyes.”
This year as I celebrate my country’s greatness and give thanks to our gracious
Lord for His blessings upon this nation, I will also be praying for a renewal of our
minds and a deliverance from our folly.
I am, now and always, with faith in His mercy,
Yours, in Christ,

Pastor Doug

Over 90 Birthdays!!
Special birthday wishes go out to all of those who are 90 and
above. Ms. Elizabeth Thomas turns 107 on July 7th. Ms.
Billie Maddox will be 93 on July 30, and Mr. Buddy Luce will
be 94 on July 31st. A very big “Happy Birthday “ to each of
you and may you have many, many more!!

Birthday Wishes Go To:
July 2

Zachary Purvis

July 3

Breon Davis

July 4

Jerry Tharpe

July 4

Judy Adams

July 6

Gloria Lacy

July 6

Dorothy Osborne

July 6

Ginny Rae Coil Turner

July 7

Elizabeth Thomas

July 9

Tommy Webb

July 14

Mary Jean Banter

July 22

Chris Arnold

July 23

Newt Hiley

July 24

Mark Barrett

July 25

Randy Hunnicutt

July 26

Kevin Mixon

July 27

Iris Haussner

July 29

Tot Martin

July 29

Sandra Tharpe

July 29

Cindy Doles

July 30

Billie Maddox

July 31

Buddy Luce

Please Note!!
The Wednesday Night Men’s Bible Study (which usually
meets at Bill McGehee’s) will begin meeting in the FVUMC
Aldersgate classroom (room A104 in the Sanctuary Annex) effective May 25th for the months of June and July.

Prayer Concerns:

Ellen Hill, Patsy Thomas, Linda
Peterman, Bill Nichols, Ann Stoelting, Estelle Pyles, Lewis Hale
(Barbara Davidson’s brother), Greg Hutcheson (Joyce Barrett’s
nephew), Maiah Williams, Janie Stump, Marj Hamlin, Lucy Rentz
(daughter of John and Rosalie Rentz), Pratt Martin.
Our military--Caleb Hatton, Jennifer and
John Varney, Jeff Patterson, Jason Scott.
Please pray for our church, our community
and our nation.

The Prayer Ministry Needs You!!

Howdy Thurman’s (Kay Morrill’s Father)
90TH Birthday

We need everyone to join us each Tuesday night at 7:00 PM in the
Handbell Room across from the Chapel. Ephesians 6:18-19 says
“With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and
with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition
for all the saints, and pray.” Our congregation,
our church, our town, our state, our nation and
the world needs our prayers. If you cannot join us,
but have a prayer need, please let us know. If you
need a ride, please call one of these numbers:
Carole, 825-3584, Nick, 258-0763, Sandra, 8255161, or Sara, 662-4457.

Sunday, July10, 2016 - 3:00 - 5:00 P.M.
Location: Saint Juliana Catholic Church,
804 Martin Luther King Drive, Fort Valley

If you would like your name added or deleted from the birthday list please let us
know. Contact Sandra at sandraanitahaga@aol.com or phone (478) 825-5161.

**Please join us as we celebrate**

No Gift Please

Congratulations to Sandra (Hiley) and Jerry Tharpe on their 50th
wedding anniversary. They were married in our church on July 3, 1966. Our
best wishes for another 50 years and continued happiness as they travel!!

Adult Sunday School Schedule For The Summer
Aldersgate Class

Fellowship Class

 July 3 —Charles Adams (3 John)

 Month of July—Charlie Adams

 July 10 —Charles Adams (Jude)
 July 17 & 24 —Andy Stanley DVD

Prime Time Class

 July 31 —Social Hour

 Months of July—Mary Jean & Ken
Banter (Colossians)

 August 7, 14 & 21 —Andy Stanley DVD
 August 28 —Open

Calling All 3rd—6th Graders
Miss Sue and Miss Nancy are waiting for you each Sunday to join them upstairs in the Craft Room of the Education Building. Each week there will be an interesting and exciting Sunday School hour beginning with the Pledge
of Allegiance; a visit with our wonderful Praise Band for some great Christian music; an interesting lesson time
with an emphasis on prayer; and fun crafts. Hope you will come and join us and see what God has in store for
you!!

Wacky Wednesday
Calling all kids ages 4 yrs. old thru 5th grade!!
July 6th– Wednesday - Peach Pallete in Perry. Bring $10 and we will paint pottery! Meet at church at
9:30am. Will return at church by 1pm.
July 13th– Wednesday - Museum of Aviation. Let's go see the planes! Meet at church at 9:30am. Bring your
sack lunch and let's picnic! Will return to church at 1pm.
July 20th– Wednesday - Splash in the Boro! Meet at church at 8am. Will return by 6pm. Must sign up in advance by July 13th. Cost is $20.
Children's Choir starts back September 7th at 545pm-7pm.
If you would like to attend any events, please let Amber know at fvumcchildren@gmail.com or 478-2355718.
Hope to see you there!!

Billy Dick
By Charlie Adams
Here are three things you probably didn’t know about Billy Dick: (1) he used to plow a mule and pick cotton by
hand, (2) he has a Master’s degree, (3) he has led the singing in his church (not this church).
Billy Allison Dick was born May 30, 1929, on a “six-horse” farm out from Midland City, Alabama, a country town
between Ozark and Dothan. His parents were Herbert Dick, a row-crop farmer, and Lillie Mae McClendon Dick. In
1935, his family moved across the Chattahoochee River to another “six-horse” farm near Iron City in Seminole
County, Georgia. Billy learned to plow a mule when he had to reach up to grab the plow handles. He attended the
rural school in Iron City for nine years and the high school in Donalsonville for two years, graduating in 1946 at
the age of 17. On October 1, 1946, he joined the U.S. Army. After basic training at Fort Dix, NJ, he was sent directly
to Korea as a part of the allied occupation force. He was quickly promoted to company clerk and then to supply
sergeant at age 17, making him one of the youngest sergeants in the army. He received an honorable discharge in
1948 and was able to go to college on the GI Bill. After two years at Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College (ABAC)
in Tifton, he enrolled in the Ag School at the University of Georgia in Athens. By pursuing an accelerated course of
study, he graduated from UGA in 1951 with a bachelor’s degree in Agriculture and a major in animal science.
Shortly after graduation from college, Billy accompanied a friend who was interviewing for a job as a county
agricultural agent. After an informal conversation with office personnel, Billy was offered and accepted a place as a
county agent trainee in Early County (Blakely). Later he returned to the family farm near Iron City for two months,
which he spent picking cotton by hand. When he was offered a county agent position in Webster County, he
quickly left for Preston, a town west of Americus that he had never heard of, where he became the youngest county
agent in Georgia at the age of 23. There he met and married Sarah Parker, the daughter of a grocer in nearby
Richland. So popular did they become that when Billy was offered a substantial promotion to Grady County
(Cairo), almost every farmer and homeowner in Webster County signed a petition asking him to stay put, and he
did. Not until 1960 did he move to Crawford County (Roberta). In 1965, he moved to Peach County to serve as
county agent until his retirement in 1985. He was a long-time member of the Georgia County Agents Association,
serving a term as its president.
Billy earned a Master’s degree in Adult Education and Horticulture from UGA in 1968. His dedication to education
led him to serve on the Peach County Board of Education for 27 years (1972-99), during which he was the board
chairman for 12 years. His love of horticulture showed itself in the cultivation of a beautiful day lily garden on the
lot next to his home on Amy Circle, which was a community showplace for many years. Sarah died in 2013, in the
59th year of their marriage. Their son Charles died in 2014. Their daughter Alice Adkinson is a school teacher in
Crawford County. Billy enjoys her regular company and that of his five grandchildren.
A lifelong Methodist, Billy joined the church when it was still the “Methodist Episcopal Church, South.” Over the
years, and in various churches, he has served as a member and chairman of the Board of Stewards (and its various
successors), church treasurer, Sunday school teacher for youth and adults, Sunday school superintendent, and
(yes) song leader. His broad experience in life has led him to believe that “A wise man can change his mind; a fool
never does.” Today, at the ripe old age of 87, he is faithful in attendance and support of his church home.

Mark Your Calendars—October 9, 2016
Fort Valley United Methodist Church will hold the long-awaited dedicatory service
and recital of the Frank and Margaret Jamison Organ on Sunday, October 9, 2016 at
3:00 p.m., with Organist, Gerald Carper performing. More details will follow, but
please mark this important date on your calendar, and we will see you then!

Dear FVUMC, thanks soooooo much to everyone who helped with the Funeral Expenses of
Terell Duffy. We will send out personal thank yous later. We are so grateful for all the kindness and love toward the Wesley Family. It means the world to us. I love all of you!!
Peace and Love,
Rev. Christopher James Carter
Director/Campus Minister
Wesley Foundation: Campus Ministries @ FVSU

A Note From The Youth Director:
It is hot! I mean it is really hot! I dread the summer months simply because of the
heat. I have often wondered what it would be like to move to a place where it is constantly
60 or below. I am a hot natured person, and would really enjoy not having to sweat all the
time. I know it’s not just me because I hear it from several people who are around me. It’s
simply hot in Georgia.
I recently had the opportunity to hear a Chaplain in the Air Force preach. He had some pretty eye
opening things to say about the church as a whole, but that story is for another time. He said he was from Phoenix,
Arizona. While he was a Chaplain there, he enjoyed sharing the Word of God with people because it was easy to do so
there because the people would complain of the heat and didn’t want to go to a hotter place such as hell.
The truth of the matter is that we don’t want to go to the hotter place known as hell. We want to be in a place
where we can be happy and enjoy what God has to offer us in eternity. We should quit complaining about situations
and discover the importance of the truth. We should do something rather than sit back and complain. Too many
times I have heard people complain about their situation. All they want to do is blame God or blame other people;
they never want to own up to it being their fault. I myself am guilty of complaining about situations that I face. I have
learned and am still learning to do, is stop complaining and just listen to God. I can’t just rely on God to fix my problems; I have to do my part as well. I have to serve Him in the best way possible, even if I don’t always agree.
Imagine if just one church stood up and did what God called them to do, rather than just sit and complain
about what others are or are not doing. Paul instructs the people of Philippi not to worry about others and just do, do
work, preach the Good News, and not to just sit around and be the citizens of Heaven that we are (Philippians 1:2730). It is interesting that Paul writes this letter to the people of Philippi, because Paul was possibly in prison when he
wrote this letter; doing the very thing that he calls us to do, disciple. He could have complained about being in
prison, but instead he chose to continue to work and just do! May we all grow in wisdom and quit complaining and
just do!
I hope you all continue to have a great summer…and stay cool!
Blessings and Peace,
Michael Hernandez

Youth
Youth Activities:
We continue to meet every Wednesday night 5:45-7:00. We start our evening with our lessons. We split the
youth into three groups during our lesson time as follows: 6-7 grade boys, 8-12 grade boys, and 6-12 girls. Greg Guest
continues to do an awesome job with delivering a life lesson to the kids each week. Pastor Doug Mays teaches the responsibilities we have as Christians. Michael Hernandez delivers a message from God each week. Each group rotates
each week between Greg, Pastor Doug, and Michael. We then move into the youth room and the Foundation Elevation praise band leads us into music and worship collectively. We then finish our night with a snack supper. As the
focus of this group is still emerging, God has opened the backdoor to a group of kids that desperately seek light in a
dark world. We encourage the prayers of the church and would invite any youth of the church or outside the church
to give us the opportunity to share the light with you in a dark world!

Indian Springs Holiness Camp Meeting Service Schedule
July 14 – 24, 2016
Sermon No.

Day – Date

Time

Preacher

Sermon 1

Thursday – July 14

7:00 PM

Goddard

Bible Study 1
Sermon 2
Sermon 3
Sermon 4

Friday – July 15

9:30 AM
11:00 AM
3:00 PM
7:00 PM

Coppedge
Miller III
Goddard
Tennent

Bible Study 2
Sermon 5
Sermon 6
Sermon 7

Saturday – July 16

9:30 AM
11:00 AM
3:00 PM
7:00 PM*

Coppedge
Goddard
Miller III
Lynch*

Bible Study 3
Sermon 8
Sermon 9
Sermon 10

Sunday – July 17

9:30 AM
11:00 AM
3:00 PM
7:00 PM

Coppedge
Tennent
Goddard
Miller III

Bible Study 4
Sermon 11
Sermon 12
Sermon 13

Monday – July 18

9:30 AM
11:00 AM
3:00 PM
7:00 PM*

Coppedge
Goddard
Tennent
Lynch*

Bible Study 5
Sermon 14
Sermon 15
Sermon 16

Tuesday – July 19

9:30 AM
11:00 AM
3:00 PM
7:00 PM

Coppedge
Miller III
Tennent
Goddard

Bible Study 6
Sermon 17
Sermon 18
Sermon 19

Wednesday – July 20

9:30 AM
11:00 AM
3:00 PM
7:00 PM*

Coppedge
Tennent
Miller III
Lynch*

Bible Study 7
Sermon 20
Sermon 21
Sermon 22

Thursday – July 21

9:30 AM
11:00 AM
3:00 PM
7:00 PM

Coppedge
Goddard
Miller III
Tennent

Bible Study 8
Sermon 23
Sermon 24
Sermon 25

Friday – July 22

9:30 AM
11:00 AM
3:00 PM
7:00 PM

Coppedge
Miller III
Tennent
Goddard

Bible Study 9
Sermon 26
Sermon 27
Sermon 28

Saturday – July 23

9:30 AM
11:00 AM
3:00 PM
7:00 PM

Coppedge
Tennent
Goddard
Miller III

Bible Study 10
Sermon 29
Sermon 30
Sermon 31

Sunday – July 24

9:30 AM
11:00 AM
3:00 PM
7:00 PM

Coppedge
Goddard
Miller III
Tennent

Daily Schedule—Indian Springs Holiness Camp Meeting
8:00 am - 8:30 am

Breakfast in the Cafeteria

9:30 am - 10:30 am

Bible Story Hour (4 - 5 years)

9:30 am - noon

Children's Ministry (1st - 5th grade)

9:30 am - 10:30 am

Adult Bible Study

9:30 am - 12:15 pm

'Tweens Meeting (6th - 8th Grade)

9:30 am - 10:45 am

Youth Bible Study (9th grade - College)

11:00 am

Morning Worship Service

12:30 - 1:15 pm

Lunch in the Cafeteria

2:00 - 4:30 pm

Youth Recreation and Sports

3:00 pm

Afternoon Worship Service

5:45 - 6:30 pm

Dinner in the Cafeteria

7:00 pm

Youth & Adult Evening Service *

Note: *The Youth and Adults will worship in a combined service in the Main Tabernacle at 7 pm.
Nursery Services: Available for children (Infant - 5K) for the 9:30 am Adult Bible Study, 11 am, 3 pm and 7 pm
Worship Services. Children may be dropped off 15 minutes prior to all services. Please pick up your child no later

Join FVUMC For Indian Springs Holiness Camp Meeting
On Sundays July 17 and July 24 Fort Valley UMC will be taking a bus to the 7:00 PM service at Indian Springs
Holiness Camp Meeting. We will be leaving the church parking lot at 4:30 PM. We would love for you to come
and join us for this very special time. We will stop for dinner prior to the service (probably Fresh Air Barbeque).
Please call the office 478-825-2762 and let us know if you would like to go. Always so much fun!! Note: Remember to bring a cushion to sit on and a fan for fanning!!

Meet The Ministers
Pastor Mays says, “Though for me, a newcomer, to say this to the Methodists of Fort Valley might be like a visitor
to Green Bay, Wisconsin encouraging folks there to love football, I hope all of you are planning to spend as much
time as possible at Indian Springs Camp Meeting this year. I couldn’t be more excited about those who will be
preaching.”
Hule Goddard is pastor of an Anglican church in Kentucky. He’s a nationally-recognized leader in youth and
student ministry, drawing on a wealth of experience in several different settings.
Dr. Timothy Tennent, president of Asbury Theological Seminary, is involved extensively with the Church in
predominantly Hindu and Muslim countries and is a bold, articulate, humble voice for Biblical orthodoxy in the
United Methodist Church today.
Captain Andy Miller III is the grandson of noted preacher Commissioner Andy Miller of The Salvation Army,
who preached at Indian Springs many times. Miller and his wife Abby, who grew up in Methodist parsonages in
South Georgia, lead the Lawrenceville, Georgia Corps of The Salvation Army, one of the nation’s biggest and busiest.
Fred Lynch is a leader in reaching inner city youth and has a passion for the truth of the Gospel and for seeing
lives change for the better as people put their trust in Christ.
Dr. Alan Coppedge, who taught theology at Asbury Seminary for 33 years after serving as a missionary to Colombia for several years, will be the morning Bible teacher.

Dear Church Family:
First of all, please allow me to thank all of you for the support you have shown to me and for God’s plans
for ministry in South Sudan. I have been overwhelmed and humbled by your love, encouragement, support,
prayer and energy. Thank you all so much! I am so thankful that God planted me here and that I call Fort Valley
United Methodist Church home!
And now I am selling t-shirts for a couple of reasons. 100% of the proceeds from the t-shirt sale will be
used to support my ministry in South Sudan. My ministry is about 62% funded now! God is so good! But I also
want to get even more people involved and offer yet another opportunity to be a part of something incredible and
to be a part of this ministry. I simply want to share God’s blessings. And once folks have bought a t-shirt and
wear it, I would love for the shirt to remind them to pray for the wonderful people of South Sudan, to pray for
God’s ministry there and to pray for me, especially once I’m in the field in Africa.
You can see the awesome design shown below. If you look closely, the heart which is next to the word
“His” marks the location of Yei, South Sudan, where I’ll be serving. The cost is $20 per t-shirt. Sizes Adult S 3XL. There is one color available, which is shown below. You can give me a check or cash and I will deposit this
in The Mission Society account that is set up for my ministry in South Sudan.
I will be in India for missionary training from 6/25 - 7/17/16, but you can email (npeed111@yahoo.com)
or text me (478.972.6508) your t-shirt orders (please include sizes), as I will have wifi while in India:)!
In closing, I really don’t know how to express my love for you all of you and for this
sweet church as a whole. That you would accept me and love me and send me to South Sudan
is incredible. To God be all the glory and honor and praise!
Truly He is a good, good Father!
Blessings,
Nancy
Nancy H. Peed

Rev. Jim Hamlin Is Our Pastor Emeritus

Thank You for
all you do for our
church!!

We Are Finally Going To Do It!!
We are going to be taking pictures for a new pictorial directory on Sunday, August 7th from 2:00 PM
until 7:00 PM; Monday, August 8th from 6:30 PM until 8:40; Sunday August 14th from 2:00 PM until
7:00 PM; and Monday August 15th from 6:30 PM until 8:40 PM. Appointments will be on 20 minute
intervals, so it will be important to be on time when you come to have your picture made. CDs with you
and your family will be available to purchase for a small fee. You can sign up to have your picture made
on Sundays, July 17th, 24th and 31st immediately after church. We will have a signup table in the back
of the annex to assist you. After Sunday, July 17th you will also be able to sign up by calling the
church office to reserve a date and time.

Scenes From June at FVUMC
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12:00 Noon Kiwanis Club
7:00 PM Lady’s Bible Study—
Susan Swift
7:00 PM Indian Springs Begins

14

9:30 AM Wacky Wednesday—
Peach Palette
12:00 Noon Kiwanis Club
7:00 PM Men’s Bible Do7:00 PM Lady’s Bible Study—
ings—Aldersgate Classroom
Susan Swift

13 9:30AM Wacky Wednesday—Museum of Aviation
5:45 PM Youth
7:00 PM Men’s Bible Doings—Aldersgate Classroom

8:00 AM—Wacky Wednesday
– Splash in the Boro
5:45 PM Youth
7:00 PM Men’s Bible Doings—Aldersgate Classroom

28

12:00 Noon Kiwanis Club
7:00 PM Lady’s Bible Study—
Susan Swift

21

27

12:00 Noon Kiwanis Club
7:00 PM Lady’s Bible Study—
Susan Swift

20
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5:45 PM Youth
7:00 PM Men’s Bible Doings—Aldersgate Classroom

7:00 PM Prayer Meeting—
Handbell Room

7:00 PM Prayer Meeting—
Handbell Room
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7:00 PM Prayer Meeting—
Handbell Room

12

7:00 PM Prayer Meeting—
Handbell Room
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July 2016
Sun

3
9:45 AM Sunday School
10:55 AM Worship Service
6:00 PM Bible Study Fellowship Hall

10 9:45 AM Sunday School
10:55 AM Worship Service
3:00-5:00PM Howdy Thurman
Birthday Party—St. Julianan
6:00 PM Bible Study Fellowship Hall
17
9:45 AM Sunday School
10:55 AM Worship Service
4:30 PM— Bus to Indian
Springs Holiness Camp Meet.

24 9:45 AM Sunday School
10:55 AM Worship Service
6:00 PM Bible Study Fellowship Hall
4:30 PM—Bus to Indian
Springs Holiness Camp Meet.
31
9:45 AM Sunday School
10:55 AM Worship Service
6:00 PM Bible Study Fellowship Hall
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