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Understanding Basic Human Nature
Did you know that James Monroe is the only man to serve as President who opposed ratification of the Constitution which creates the office of the Presidency? Because of what he knew of
human nature, he feared a government that this Constitution would create. He feared a Congress
that had the direct power to tax [he had been a member of Congress under the Articles of Confederation]. He was afraid that the President would have too much power, especially since the chief
executive would remain commander-in-chief of the military even while under impeachment. He
thought the highly touted checks-and-balances of the three branches of a federal government
would be ignored so that the three could band together to take power from the states.
In a June 10, 1787 speech at the Virginia ratification convention, Monroe said, “I have never
yet heard or read, in the history of mankind, of a concurrent exercise of power by two parties without producing a struggle between them. Consult the human heart [emphasis added]. Does it
not prove that, where two parties, or bodies, seek the same object, there must be a struggle?”
Was he a prophet or just a pessimist?
Jesus said, "If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross
daily, and follow Me. For whoever desires to save his life shall lose it, but whoever loses his life for
My sake will find it.” [Matthew 16:24-25, NKJV] Isn’t it interesting that Matthew, Mark and Luke
all tell us that He said this to His disciples just after Peter confesses that Jesus is the Christ but
then almost immediately wants to rebuke Jesus for saying that He must suffer and die?
James Monroe, like nearly all of the Founding Fathers, was well-versed in Scripture and the
Christian faith, and it is likely that his skepticism about human nature arose out of that foundation. Selfishness and the accumulation and the misuse of power are common to all of us, and the
shaping and control of that nature [which the New Testament calls the flesh and the old nature] is
the lifelong challenge for believers.
Men have to fight the tendency to be domineering over their wives and parents must take care
for their stewardship of their children. Officeholders must take care to not abuse and misuse constituents. Employers must keep watch over their influence upon employees. Pastors can abuse
the trust placed in them by the church. Note that Jesus said the remedy has to be applied daily.
I believe one of the most troublesome areas in which we all must use caution is in the unity of
Christ’s Church. It can be far too easy to focus on our differences from others, and no matter the
distinction between ourselves and others we focus upon, we then fall into a “them vs. us” mentality. Divisions get magnified, battle lines get drawn, and soon we’ve lost the truth Paul wrote to the
Galatians: “For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ…for you are all one
in Christ Jesus.” When the Church finds itself in such a state of affairs, the only winner is the
devil.
In a personal confession, my own spiritual growth over the last several months has been a
keen and growing awareness of my own selfishness, even after 45 years of professing Christ as my
Savior and Lord. When I humble myself before God, I am increasingly convicted by Paul’s plea to
the Christians in Ephesus: “I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of
the calling with which you were called, with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in love, endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”
As I shared with you a couple of Sundays ago, I learned early in my ministry to not use the
pulpit to pick on any person in a sly manner; that applies to newsletter columns, too. My purpose
here is not to pick on or criticize anybody; it’s more in the spirit of James Monroe looking forward
with a sanctified imagination to what could be a future hazard. I believe we are on the verge of
growth and multiplication, if God continues to bless us. And I believe that each of us will find a
special challenge in keeping the flesh, the old nature, under control for the good of the Body of
Christ and God’s work among us and through us. Whenever we find ourselves giving too much
attention to how someone differs from us, let’s help ourselves by cooperating with the work of the
Holy Spirit and remembering that Christ has one Body, and that Body has many members.
Yours, in faith and hope,

Pastor Doug Mays

Over 90 Birthdays!!
Special birthday wishes go out to all of those who are 90 and
above. Mr. Buster Beck turns 94 on October 21 and
Mr. Bill Marshall turns 93 on October 25th. A very big
“Happy Birthday “ to both of you and may you have many,
many more!!

Birthday Wishes Go To:
October 3

Paul Swift

October 9

William Anderson

October 11

Bobby Barnes

October 11

Austin Davis

October 12

Jenny Absher

October 13

Jackie Barnes

October 13

Susan Mays

October 13

Jim Finch

October 14

Reid Davis

October 16

Elizabeth Walton

October 17

Maggie Newberry

October 18

Sue Humphrey

October 18

Donna Culpepper

October 19

Tom Bridges

October 21

Buster Beck

October 21

Marion Allen

October 21

Ken Banter

October 22

Gary Barrett

October 22

Danny Lindsey

October 22

William Adams

October 24

Brandon Doles

October 25

Bill Marshall

October 25

Ninna Burkill

October 25

Roy Giles

October 27

Danyel Sammons

October 28

Carole Odom

October 28

Patricia Middlebrooks

October 29

Michael Borders

Children
ATTENTION CHILDREN!!!
Starting Sunday, August 28th, we began having Children’s Fun
Night from 4:00 - 5:15 PM. Bring a friend and come join us for
games, teaching and pizza.

Prayer Concerns:

Evelyn Hatchett, Edith Mullis, Beth
Collins, Mary Humble, Betty Duke Johnson, Baby Gideon Meeks,
Lisa Pinder (Stanley William’s sister), Andy Hershner, Charlie
Adams Jr., Jimmie Windham, Linda Peterman, Estelle Pyles,
Lewis Hale (Barbara Davidson’s brother), Mariah Williams, Ann
Stoelting, Pratt Martin,
Our military--Caleb Hatton, Jennifer and John Varney, Jeff Patterson, Jason Scott
Please pray for our church,
our community and our
nation.

The Prayer Ministry
Needs You!!
We need everyone to join us each
Tuesday night at 7:00 PM in the
Prayer Room across from the Chapel.
Ephesians 6:18-19 says “With all prayer and petition pray at all
times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all
perseverance and petition for all the saints, and pray.” Our congregation, our church, our town, our state, our nation and the
world needs our prayers. If you cannot join us, but have a
prayer need, please let us know. If you need a ride, please call
one of these numbers: Carole, 825-3584, Nick, 258-0763, Sandra, 825-5161, or Sara, 662-4457.

From Our Minister of Music
The Chancel Choir’s Christmas preview of All Is Well was a great time! It was a joy to welcome new
singers: Carolyn Biggs, Doug Mays and Alvara Williams. Rehearsals are now underway in present
our musical on Sunday morning, December 18. All singers and instrumentalist are invited to join
our rehearsals.
Kid Fest was a wonderful experience. It will serve us well in the weeks to come as we prepare for our children to
sing in a Sunday morning worship service. Amber and I will be working together during the children’s ministry
time on Sunday evenings at 4:00 pm.
We look forward to the Organ Dedication service on Sunday afternoon, October 9 at 3:00 pm with guest organist,
Gerald Carper. Gerald is a dear friend and has served faithfully at Ingleside and Highland Hills in Macon.
For the Audience of One,
Ron Moore

Adult Sunday School Schedule For September
Fellowship Class

Aldersgate Class
 October 2 —Bryant Culpepper

 Month of October— Bobbie Barnes

 October 9 —Bryant Culpepper

Prime Time Class

 October 16— Bryant Culpepper

 Months of October— Finish Brand

 October 23 —Jim Hamlin

New (Then move to one of Paul's Epistles.)
— Banters and Cindy Adams, substitute.

 October 30—Class Meeting

Community Wide Prayer Meeting
October 24th - 6:30 PM - First Baptist Church of Fort Valley

Please invite a friend and come join us in prayer for our community, our
country and our world!!

Calling All 3rd—6th Graders
Miss Sue and Miss Nancy are waiting for you each Sunday to join them upstairs in the Craft Room of the Education Building. Each week there will be an interesting and exciting Sunday School hour beginning with the Pledge
of Allegiance; a visit with our wonderful Praise Band for some great Christian music; an interesting lesson time
with an emphasis on prayer; and fun crafts. Hope you will come and join us and see what God has in store for
you!!

JEAN McKENZIE
By Charlie Adams
Here are three things you probably didn’t know about Jean McKenzie: (1) She joined the church at age 5; (2)
She has toured Honolulu in a Porsche; (3) She celebrated her Golden Wedding anniversary three different times (one
of which almost brought down the house).
Jean Lancaster was born at her grandmother’s home near Mauk in Taylor County, Georgia, on Tuesday, June
4, 1929. Her parents were John W. (“Lank”) Lancaster, a teacher at several rural schools, and Nell Anthony
Lancaster, a housewife. She joined the Mauk Methodist church roll at age 5. On February 14, 1939, Jean (age 9) gave
her heart to Jesus during a revival at the church. “Don’t tell me I’m saved, I know it!” she exclaimed to the church
members.
In 1942, “Lank” took a job at Blue Bird and the family moved to Fort Valley. Jean, her parents and her brother
Bill joined our church on September 8, 1942, shortly after attending the annual camp meeting at Indian Springs. In
1948, they moved to a large house at 324 Persons Street; there “Miss Nell” established a boarding house for young
ladies who taught in the local school system. Many townspeople also ate there, enjoying the taste of the real “home
cooking,” including some of the former boarders who had married and settled here.
ean graduated from Fort Valley High School in the Class of 1946, which included Marion Allen and David and
Betty Sammons. She enrolled at Asbury College in Wilmore, Kentucky, and began what she called “a wonderful
experience” over the next four years, during which she lived in the same dorm room at 106 Crawford Hall. She
graduated in June 1950 with a Bachelor of Arts degree in speech and a minor in literature. During the spring of her
senior year at Asbury a spontaneous revival began during the chapel service that lasted 24 hours a day for a whole
week. Students would lead in prayer, give testimonials and sing praises to the Lord, such a profound experience that
many of them (including Jean) later testified about it in their home churches.
During the Christmas holidays in 1949, Martha Tomlinson arranged for Jean to have a blind date for her
brother Norris, a World War II Army Air Corps veteran. Norris was introduced to Jean, and the rest is history. They
dated during the holidays, and when Jean returned to Asbury she told her girlfriends that Norris was “the ice cream
and the cake.” Norris accompanied her mother to Wilmore for her graduation in June 1950. Jean returned to Fort
Valley and taught school in Byron. He and Jean were married on August 17, 1952, in a ceremony at Indian Springs, at
his suggestion. They lived in Marshallville, where he worked at the post office until he became a life insurance agent
in 1957. They moved to Fort Valley in 1962; there Jean was employed first as a teacher and then as a librarian/media
specialist in the Peach County schools until her retirement in 1992.
Jean and Norris visited Hawaii on a tour with other distinguished agents of his insurance company; there
they contacted some old friends from Asbury who took them on a drive around Honolulu in their Porsche. On
another such tour they visited France, Germany, Italy, Austria, Switzerland and Luxemburg. Their Golden Wedding
anniversary in 2002 was the occasion of three separate and memorable celebrations. During the first celebration at
Indian Springs during the July camp meeting, a reception at the Asbury house was attended by such a large crowd
that the porch floor collapsed (with no injuries, thankfully). On the true anniversary date of August 17, the family
gathered for a celebration at Callaway Gardens. And during their European tour a short time later, the tour group
honored their anniversary with a special celebration in Germany.
One of the greatest joys of Jean’s life is the annual camp meeting at Indian Springs. She first attended it in
1941 at the age of twelve, when one person could stay at the old hotel near the campground with three meals
furnished for $1.00 a day. In 1955, her family built a cottage near the main entrance which it still occupies. Jean has
attended the camp meeting services for at least one day every year since 1941, except 2013-14, when Norris was
seriously ill.
Norris died on December 6, 2014, after a long illness during which he was cared for at home. He and Jean
were married for more than 62 years. Their two children, Mary Jean McKenzie Banter and William Norris McKenzie
(Norrie), have always remained close to their parents and family. They and their children are a continuing source of
comfort and joy to Jean.
Jean has been an active and faithful member of several churches during her lifetime, none more so than our
church here in Fort Valley. She has taught Sunday School for many years, served as president of the Fellowship Class,
as chair of the Evangelism committee, as a study leader in the Women’s Society of Christian Service (WSCS), and
presently as leader of a Bible study group. Her steadfast faithfulness is a fine example for us all.

Mark Your Calendar
October 9, 2016
Fort Valley United Methodist Church will hold the long-awaited dedicatory service and recital of the Frank and
Margaret Jamison Organ on Sunday, October 9, 2016 at 3:00 p.m., with Organist, Gerald Carper performing.

FVSU Day at Fort Valley UMC
Featuring

Mr. and Miss Fort Valley State University
The FVSU Praise Band
And

The FVSU Voices of Faith
Covered dish luncheon immediately after the service. Hope you will come
and help us welcome our special visitors from FVSU.

Calling All Youth!!!
Sunday, October 9th
Corn Maze Trip — 3:45 PM -6:00 PM
NOTE: Parents will need to sign permission slips
Please Note:
Sunday, October 30: Fall Festival 3:00-6:00 (No Youth)

“ALL THE STOPS”: THE STORY OF FVUMC’S SANCTUARY ORGAN
(PART THREE OF THREE)
by Charles R. Adams III
Curator of the Organ

That He might present it to Himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any
such thing, but that it should be holy and without blemish (Eph. 5:27).
“Soon and very soon,” the dedicatory service and recital of our Sanctuary Organ will take place on Sunday,
October 9, 2016, at 3:00 p.m., with organist Gerald Carper performing. There will be a reception in the Fellowship
Hall immediately following the service. Please plan to be a part of this significant event in the life of our church.
The Parkey Organ
2015 and Beyond
The average time between rebuilds of a pipe organ is 30 to 35 years, which is a remarkably long time for
something that is in essence an appliance, albeit a very large and complex one. How many other appliances do you
expect to last for 30 years or more? It largely depends on the environment.
In 2009, the Trustees embarked upon the “Phase II” church-wide renovation, which involved a number of
unseen but necessary projects, such as replacing the HVAC system in the Sanctuary/Annex Building and getting the
basement dry. Phil Parkey, who had been tuning and servicing our organ for many years, strongly encouraged us to
incorporate funding into Phase II for an organ rebuild, and a committee was formed, consisting of Charles Adams
III, Chair and Trustee Representative; Phyllis Carpenter, Finance Committee Representative; Janie Stump, Memorial Committee Representative; Rev. Ellis Carpenter, Pastor; Beth Cleveland, Minister of Music; Nancy Graening,
Organist; and Jackie Barnes and Ann McGehee, At-large. The committee was well advised by Dr. Fletcher Anderson
of Macon.
As Phase II progressed, however, it became obvious that the funding wasn’t there for the organ, with everything else the church had to do. So, we limped along, with increasing repair bills and much less satisfactory performance, until the advent of David Loudermilk as Minister of Music in 2011. David was, without question, the finest organist our church has ever had, and his enthusiasm almost singlehandedly rekindled interest in this project.
Thus, when we embarked on our “Phase III” Capital Campaign in 2012-2013, the Church Council and all of its subsidiary bodies approved an overhaul of the organ as a part of that work.
The 2009 Committee (with David in place of Beth, and Cameron Cody in place of Nancy) reconstituted itself
at that time and, with Gerald Carper as consultant (paid the whopping sum of $150.00), revisited the previous proposals.
The Frank Jamison joined our church on July 24, 1955, and both Frank and Margaret devoted a large portion of their efforts in this world to the advancement of Christ’s Kingdom, especially here in Fort Valley. Frank was a
steadfast member of our church’s Board of Trustees for many years. Frank and Margaret’s three children grew up in
this church, and their son-in-law, Donn Coil, has followed Frank’s example, currently serving his second term as
Trustee Chairman.
How fitting it was, then, upon Frank’s death in 2014, in his 95 th year, that his family would want to make a
lasting memorial to him within our church. They contacted Jim Hamlin, who brilliantly suggested something which
lies at the very intersection of worship and trustee work—the church’s organ. Originally, the memorial was to be to
Frank alone, but when Margaret went to join him and the Jesus she loved so well in 2015, she was of course included in the designation. I am glad to say that Margaret lived long enough to see the new organ installed, and to
attend services at which it was played.
The committee unanimously agreed to go with the proposal from Parkey Organ builders, because of Phil’s
years of familiarity with our instrument and the confidence we had acquired in him and his company through many
years of working together on tuning and maintenance issues. Phil will be joining us for the October 9 service and
recital. Please thank him if you get a chance.
Three weeks before Easter, 2015, the organ was re-installed. We certainly enjoyed much glorious music on
this new instrument from then until David’s departure in August of this year. Please pray that God will send us another great new organist sometime very soon.

The church funded a complete renovation and upgrade of the existing (1976) instrument. However, that didn’t
include anything “new” so, given the church family’s level of interest in this project, the Committee decided to see
if we could, in faith, take it even one step farther. What the Lord enabled us to do, with the help of dozens of other
donors, was almost miraculous.
Here are (in round numbers) the total costs on what our church has spent on our organ since 1918
(including some interim repairs):
1918: $28,000.00 (Adjusted for inflation to 2016 dollars):
1976: $65,000.00 (Adjusted for inflation to 2016 dollars):
2015:
(Including 2013 blower, etc.)
Grand Total:

$450,000.00
$300,000.00
$250,000.00
$1,000,000.00

To God be the glory for what amounts to a million-dollar instrument!
But what about the future? The prayers of our people, the generosity of our donors, and the God-given
foresight of our church leadership have secured and restored this, one of the most significant musical instruments
in middle Georgia, for the present, and for quite a few years to come, with proper maintenance. However, everyone knows that worship styles change. They always have, and they always will. New music keeps being written. People find different and creative ways to use it to bring people to the Lord and to grow them up in Him. Although Fort Valley United Methodist Church without our organ is no more conceivable than it would be without
our stained glass windows, the organ is a means of worship, not an object of worship, and how grateful we are that
it has been adapted to serve the needs of the present and the future just as well as it has served in the past.
Remember, though, that even in the best of circumstances, someone in thirty-plus years from now will be
addressing again the issues recorded here. Should we start a fund for it, even now? The 2012 committee on the
current organ concluded its final report to the Trustees and the Church Council with the following thoughts:
Is it worth it? The people in 1918 thought it was worth it. That was 94 years ago. The people in 1976 thought it was worth it. That was 36 years ago. If we look back on this decision from
the perspective of 36 years from now (2048), don’t we want our children, grandchildren, greatgrandchildren, and beyond, to say, “we’re sure glad they thought it was worth it back in
2012!” By then, of course, many of us will be seeing it from Eternity’s perspective, and, from that
standpoint, it somehow feels like, when we hear the Father’s “well done,” we will see the dollars
we spend on this particular project as one of the best investments any of us ever made.
“Oh, may all who come behind us find us faithful.” Thanks to all of you for your contributions to this spectacular
and irreplaceable instrument. A complete Stop List will be printed in the FVUMC Organ Dedication Program. We
will see you at the service on October 9!

Nancy Peed is still selling T-Shirts to support her ministry.
$20.00
Please contact Nancy at
478-972-6508 or npeed111@yahoo.com to place your order.

Bible Study
Come join us at 6:00 PM on October2nd for a continuing study of Spiritual Warfare being
lead by Nancy Peed. We will be meeting in the Aldersgate Sunday School Class room in the
Sanctuary Annex.
Bible Study with Pastor Mays will continue in October in the Fellowship Hall at 6:00 PM
each Sunday. Please come join us and bring a friend as we delve deeper into God’s word.

A Note From The Youth Director:
Fall is officially upon, though the temperature seems to have forgotten that thus far! I
really enjoy this time of year. I enjoy the football games, fall festivals, fairs, and bonfires. The leaves on the trees look so pretty this time year as well. I also enjoy it because it gets us into gear for the winter, which means Christmas!!!!!
Have you ever thought about the word fall? What does that word mean to you? It can mean a season, it can mean
an action, or it can be a transition into a much bigger word. I would like to focus on that last part, as a transition
into something bigger. I’m sure most of you have heard the phrase, “to fall in love.” I would encourage you to think
about this when it comes to your relationship with God. I challenge you to fall in love with God, or to fall in a
deeper love with God.
Read 1 John 4:16…. “And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Whoever lives in love lives
in God, and God in him.” John is telling us that love is so important, that it harbors God in us. Love is so important that we couldn’t exist spiritually without it. We can’t have a relationship with God if we lack love. Therefore
the challenge has presented itself to me that we should fall in love with God. Focusing on a relationship that thrives
on love allows us to focus on what is really important, the Father.
As you journey into a relationship with God, push to fall in love with the One who has loved you unconditionally
since before you were born. Some may say, well Michael, I already love God, what more is there? My response to
that is simple, you can never love God too much. I’m here to tell you, falling deeper in love with God can open up so
many possibilities you didn’t even realize existed.
As our church continues to build on the opportunities that have been placed before us, build on your personal relationship with God. Once an established love relationship has been built with the Father, our love can expand to
those that God puts before us who need to feel that love as well. Building the kingdom is our mission, and without
love, we can’t have relationships with others to inspire them to fall in love with One who loves them too. Let’s fall
in love with God, so we can fall in love with His people He puts before us!
Blessings and Peace,
Michael Hernandez

The Foundation:
We meet every Sunday afternoon 4:00-5:15. We start our evening with our lessons. We split the youth into
three groups during our lesson time as follows: 6-7 grade boys, 8-12 grade boys, and 6-12 girls. Greg Guest continues to do an awesome job delivering a life lesson to the kids each week. Michael Hernandez delivers a message
from God each week. Each group rotates each week between Greg, a rotating leader, and Michael. We then move
into the youth room and the Foundation Elevation praise band leads us into music and worship collectively. We
then finish our night with a snack supper. As the focus of this group is still emerging, God has opened the backdoor
to a group of kids that desperately seek light in a dark world. We encourage the prayers of the church and would
invite any youth of the church or outside the church to give us the opportunity to share the light with you in a dark
world!

2016 FVUMC STEWARDSHIP PLAN
Our 2016 Stewardship Plan is “Achieving God’s Purpose for our Church through Personal Stewardship”. November 13th has been designated as Commitment Sunday for our church, and Jim Hamlin and Tom Bridges have been
busy working on the plan and their presentation to our congregation. On October 9th, 16th and November 6th members of our congregation will be giving their personal testimony. We know you will not want to miss their moving
testimonies and hearing why our church has meant so much to them. We hope that prior to November 13 th, Commitment Sunday, you will earnestly pray for God’s direction as to your support of our Church and it’s many Ministries.

THE BENEFITS OF PRAYING TOGETHER
By Jonathan Graf
I WAS RECENTLY IN A SMALL CHURCH that for years has struggled to grow beyond sixty people. They are dear,
sincere people who want to trust God to use them in greater ways in their community. I challenged them to focus
more on Kingdom issues in their prayers (as opposed to just the needs of the congregation).
In a Facebook chat a few weeks later, the pastor’s wife commented that they had tweaked the way they were praying,
and a neighbor had prayed to receive Christ that week. A month after this they saw six women pray to receive Christ
at a women’s event. I will continue to pray for a renewed passion to seek the kingdom as they pray together.
Despite the fact that many churches do not have significant corporate prayer expressions, most prayer leaders and
pastors believe praying together is important. But what are the benefits? There are many benefits, but here are three
significant ones.
1. Praying together invites the presence and power of the Holy Spirit.
In 2 Chronicles 6-7, we see the dedication of Solomon’s Temple. While “the whole assembly of Israel was standing
there” (2 Chron. 6:3), Solomon prays a dedicatory prayer in which he invokes the presence of God. “Now, my God,
may your eyes be open and your ears attentive to the prayers offered in this place. Now arise, O Lord God, and come
to your resting place, you and the ark of your might. May your priests, O Lord God, be clothed with salvation, may
your saints rejoice in your goodness” (6:40-41). Of course the presence of God entered with dynamic power!
There is a different atmosphere in churches that pray together and who have praying people. Worship seems more
powerful. There is a sense of connection with God that is not there in non-praying churches.
A few years ago, I held a conference at a church in Michigan. The church had invited many other churches to attend
the conference and they had responded—more than 300 were in attendance. As these people (hungry people who
wanted to grow closer to God through prayer) worshiped and prayed together, something happened. God showed up!
There were multiple times where we so sensed His presence that we had to just be silent for seemingly long stretches
of time (up to five minutes).
A number of years ago at our prayer leaders’ convention, Dr. Tommy Barnett, pastor of First Assembly of God
Church in Phoenix, Arizona, said, “The presence of God in the midst of a church is directly proportional to the
amount of prayer that takes place there.”
When the Spirit of God is manifestly present, other things happen. People hear Him speak, giving direction and encouragement. The church in Antioch saw this truth in action: “While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the
Holy Spirit said, ‘Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.’ So after they had
fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off” (Acts 13:2-3). During a normal time of prayer
and worship, the Holy Spirit gave crucial direction that forever changed the world—Saul (Paul) began his missionary
work.
As you pray together as a congregation, God will begin to “show up” more and more.
2. Praying together increases the faith of a congregation to believe God for the miraculous.
Matthew 17 and Mark 9 tell the story of a father who brought his demon-possessed son to the disciples. They
could not cast the demon out. The boy was taken to Jesus, who issued a simple command and the demon left. Later,
the disciples came to Jesus and they were baffled. Why? Because they knew how to cast out demons. (The story takes
place after they had been sent two by two into villages casting out demons and healing the sick.) They asked Jesus
why they couldn’t do it.
Jesus said two things: “because you have so little faith” (Matthew 17:20), and “this kind can come out only by
prayer” (Mark 9:29).
I wonder if the disciples attacked this demon issue cavalierly or routinely. They knew the words to say, the steps to
take. But nothing worked because they were not prayed up enough. Their faith was not there as a result. There is a
clear connection between prayer and faith (beyond the fact that we are supposed to pray in faith).
I believe the most significant thing that is lost in a church that does not have corporate prayer is faith. There is simply no expectation that God will do the miraculous. One of the main reasons most churches are stagnant and do not
see God at work in miraculous ways in their midst is that most churches and individuals do not know what it is to
pray in faith anymore. But faith grows as we pray together. Here’s how it works: Maybe I personally am going
through a tough time. In the midst of it, I try to pray with trust and faith, but it is difficult because I only see the issue. If I go and pray with others, however, what happens? As I listen to others pray with more faith than I have, my
faith grows. Here’s how it works in a corporate situation. Let’s say our church is planning to build a new facility, and
we feel it is God’s will for us to do so. But I’m an elder who is skeptical of the plans because they are beyond

THE BENEFITS OF PRAYING TOGTHER cont’d:
what we can afford to do. I begin to pray with others regarding this. God can now put a heart of trust in me, He can
bring me to unity with others, He can give me the faith to believe Him for the miraculous—His vision and plan for my
church. When I only pray by myself, that is less likely to happen.
Churches that do not pray together still minister in whatever ways they can, given their resources, abilities, and sacrifices. But churches that pray together begin to see the miraculous power of God at work in their midst. It goes beyond
what they can and should do into what God wants to do through them.
A few years ago, our ministry’s founder, Dave Butts, shared on becoming a praying church at a pastor and elder gathering at Lincoln College in Illinois. A number of leaders from Northpoint Church near St. Louis were there. A year or
so after his presentation, Dave received an email from its prayer leader. In it, he shared what God had been doing in
their church since the gathering. In March of 2009, Northpoint was not growing and its budget was $40,000 in the
red. Dave’s message inspired these leaders to encourage and challenge their people to come out to their Sunday
morning prayer times. The prayer meeting grew in number of attendees. They focused prayer on God’s blessing, asking that His transformational power would once again move Northpoint forward. They put forth a prayer challenge
called “750 in the Black,” meaning they wanted to grow to more than 750 attendees and be financially in the black.
Less than a year after increasing the prayers, they were well in the black and more than 700 were coming to services
each week.
If you increase the level of praying together among your congregation, you will see more miracles happen as your
faith rises.
3. Praying together moves people from seeking their own purposes to desiring God’s purposes.
Most people’s prayers seek the best fix for a situation. We typically pray whatever we are told to pray for a situation,
with no real thought of “What does God want to do here?” Something happens to that dynamic, however, when people pray together. They start to let go of their desires to see their purposes fulfilled and start to open themselves up to
what God wants.
The value of this to a church is huge when it comes to ministry and decision making. If people pray together over an
issue, even if people come to prayer thinking they know what the church should do, praying together opens them up
to God’s desire.
Years ago, I was a part of a church plant in Colorado Springs that was meeting in a school. We felt the Lord leading
us to purchase land. We found two pieces of property—one was very close to the school and forty-two of our families,
the other was three to four miles away. That distance was not a big deal, but it was not in the neighborhood we had
been ministering in for the past five years. The property close to us cost 1.5 million, the other $450,000. Many of us
felt the issue was not the difference in price, but where God wanted us. Pray, figure that out, and He will provide.
There were leaders on both sides of which piece to purchase. We started praying together. We even called a corporate
prayer meeting on one of the pieces of property. As we did that, God began to put a vision of the ministry we could
have on the $450,000 piece of property into those of us who wanted the other property. That is what God will do
when we pray together—agreement comes so we can pray His will with confidence.
People who are disgruntled with decisions a church has made usually have not prayed with the body over that issue.
Pray together and watch unity grow.
The Challenge
Jeremiah 29:11-13 is a powerful promise written to a corporate body of people. “‘For I know the plans I have for you,’
declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future. Then you will call
upon me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all
your heart.’”
The “all” there is numeric—God is saying if all of you would seek me, you will find the plans I have for you. If we want
to see God’s blessing in our churches, if we want to see Jesus’ transforming power, the dynamic ministry of the Holy
Spirit in our midst, then we need to pray together.
In this day and age, it is very difficult to get people to commit to more nights at a church. Many churches have
stopped holding weekly prayer meetings. But these benefits suggest that churches need to reconsider providing opportunities for corporate prayer.
As leaders, seek the Lord as to what to tweak to make more praying together happen in your church. If you already
have a weekly prayer meeting with more than a few attending, perhaps some tweaks to make it more dynamic will
help. Then promote the meeting. There are people in most congregations who would attend a midweek prayer meeting if they were taught why it was important to the life of a church, and if they were regularly encouraged to go.

THE BENEFITS OF PRAYING TOGTHER cont’d:
But, if you do not have something you can tweak—or if the prayer meeting is beyond tweaking—I encourage you to
consider where you can add prayer to existing gatherings where most of your people already are. The worship service is a primary place to include more dynamic times of prayer. See Chapter 6, “Prayer in the Worship Service” for
ideas. If you have a strong adult Sunday school program or a very active small group ministry, this can work too—
though in small groups, because of their nature, it is very difficult to move people to pray beyond the needs of just
the people in the group.
Also, remember that you can have powerful corporate prayer on a smaller corporate level. What do I mean by that?
When all your elders meet, their prayers for church-related issues are powerful because of their authority over the
church. If all your Sunday school teachers meet together and pray over the ministry of the Sunday school, there is a
powerful corporate nature to that. By encouraging additional “Spirit-empowering prayer” among the leaders of different areas of ministry, powerful things will happen as a result.
Jonathan Graf is the publisher of Prayer Connect magazine and the president of the Church Prayer Leaders Network. He has spent the past 20 plus years working with churches to help them develop a stronger level of prayer.
This article is taken from his most recent book, Restored Power: Becoming a Praying Church One Tweak at a Time.

Sunday, October 30th
3:00-6:00 PM
Join us for games, hotsdogs, hamburgers, chips and treats!
Volunteers Needed!!
Please contact Amber
@ 478-235-5718 or fvumcchildren@gmail.com for more information.

NEW ADDRESS

ATTENTION!!

David and Sarah Beth Loudermilk

Fort Valley UMC is hosting FVSU Day
Sunday, October 2, 2016. We are asking for
volunteers to be greeters and to help with
the meal. Please contact Pastor Doug or
Pastor Chris.

7415 Trindale Trace
Cumming, GA 30041

Mon

7:00 PM Prayer Meeting—
Handbell Room

25

7:00 PM Prayer Meeting—
Handbell Room

18

7:00 PM Prayer Meeting—
Handbell Room

11

7:00 PM Prayer Meeting—
Handbell Room

4

Tue

5

6

Thu

6:45 PM Chancel Choir

Fri

7

Sat

1

8

15

9:00—11:30 AM Delta
Kappa Gamma Teachers
Meeting

14

22

13

21

29

12

20 9:30 AM Lady’s Bible
Study — location Ann McGehee’s
12:00 Noon Kiwanis Club
5:30 PM GAP Fellowship
Hall

28

6:45 PM Chancel Choir

7:00 PM Men’s Bible Doings—Bill McGehee

27

9:30 AM Lady’s Bible Study
— location Ann McGehee’s
12:00 Noon Kiwanis Club
7:00 PM Lady’s Bible
Study—Susan Swift

26
7:00 PM Men’s Bible Doings—Bill McGehee

6:45 PM Chancel Choir

19

7:00 PM Men’s Bible Doings—Bill McGehee

6:45 PM Chancel Choir

9:30 AM Lady’s Bible Study
— location Ann McGehee’s
12:00 Noon Kiwanis Club
7:00 PM Lady’s Bible

7:00 PM Men’s Bible Doings—Bill McGehee

9:30 AM Lady’s Bible Study
— location Ann McGehee’s
12:00 Noon Kiwanis Club
7:00 PM Lady’s Bible
Study—Susan Swift

Wed

October 2016
Sun

2 9:45 AM Sunday School
3
10:55 AM Worship Service—FVSU
10:00 AM Marie Anderson
Day—Luncheon
4:00-5:15 PM Children
Bible Study, Jean McKenzie
4:00 –5:15 PM Youth
6:00 PM Bible Study—Aldersgate SS
9 9:45 AM Sunday School
10
10:55 AM Worship Service
3:00 PM Organ Dedication
10:00 AM Marie Anderson
4:00-5:15 PM Children Activities
Bible Study, Jean McKenzie
4:00 –5:15 PM Youth
6:00 PM Bible Study—Aldersgate SS
Classroom
16 9:45 AM Sunday School
17
10:55 AM Worship Service
4:00-5:15 PM Children Activities
10:00 AM Marie Anderson
4:00 –5:15 PM Youth
Bible Study, Jean McKenzie
6:00 PM Bible Study—Aldersgate SS
Classroom
23 9:45 AM Sunday School
24
10:55 AM Worship Service
4:00-5:15 PM Children Activities
10:00 AM Marie Anderson
4:00 –5:15 PM Youth
Bible Study, Jean McKenzie
6:00 PM Bible Study—Aldersgate SS
6:30 PM Community Prayer
Classroom
30 9:45 AM Sunday School
31
10:55 AM Worship Service
3:00-6:00 PM Fall Festival & Trunk 10:00 AM Marie Anderson
or Treat
Bible Study, Jean McKenzie
6:00 PM Bible Study—Aldersgate SS
Classroom

